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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
FOR DECEMBER 2011

Sunday, December 4—St. Barbara and St. John of Damascus
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 am—Sunday School
9:45 am—Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, December 6—St. Nicholas the Wonderwor ker
8:30 am—Orthros and Divine Liturgy

Sunday, December 11
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 an—Sunday School
9:45 am—Divine Liturgy

Monday, December 12—St. Spyridon
8:30 am—Oirthros and Divine Liturgy

Thursday, December 15—St. Eleftherios
8:30 am—Oirthros and Divine Liturgy

Sunday, December 18—Sunday before Christmas
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 an—Sunday School
9:45 am—Divine Liturgy

Saturday, December 24
6:00 an—Orthros
7:00 an—Divine Liturgy

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25—CHRISTMASDAY
THE BIRTH IN THE FLESH OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR
8:30 an—Orthros
9:45 am—Divine Liturgy—Family Worship

Tuesday, December 27—St. Stephen the First-Martyr
8:30 am—Orthros and Divine Liturgy

Sunday, January 1, 2012—New Year’s Day,
Feastday of St. Basil the Great
8:30 am—Orthros
9:45 am—Divine Liturgy —Family Worship

OUR SISTER COMMUNITY OF ST NICHOLAS in Oak Lawn invites
you to Great Vespers at 7:00 pm on Monday evening, December 5 in honor
of the Feastday of St. Nicholas, and to Divine Liturgy the morning of
Tuesday, December 6. (Liturgy WILL be celebrated at St. Haralambos on
Tuesday, December 6.)

OUR SISTER COMMUNITY OF ST SPYRIDON in Paos Heights
invites you to Great Vespers at 7:00 pm on Sunday evening, December 11 in
honor of the Feastday of St. Spyridon, and to Divine Liturgy the morning of
Monday, December 12. (Liturgy WILL be celebrated at St. Haralambos on
Monday, December 12.)

OUR SISTER COMMUNITY OF ST BASIL in Chicago invites you to
Great Vespers at 7:00 pm on Saturday evening, December 31st in honor of
the Feastday of St. Basil, and to Divine Liturgy the morning of Sunday,
January 1st. (Liturgy WILL be celebrated at St. Haralambos on Sunday,
January 1st.)

OUR SISTER COMMUNITY OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST in Des
Plaines invites you to Great Vespers at 7:00 pm on Friday evening, January
6 in honor of the Feastday of St. John, and to Divine Liturgy the morning of
Saturday, January 7th. (Liturgy will NOT be celebrated at St. Haralambos on
Saturday, January 7.)

SACRAMENTS AND BLESSINGS

BLESSINGS OF INFANTS—Forty days
after birth, a child and its mother come to
church to receive a 40 Day Blessing, imitating
Christ who was presented in the Temple 40
days after He was born. Please call the church
office to arrange this blessing.

BAPTISMS—Please call the church office to
schedule Baptisms. Plan ahead!—there are
some days when Baptisms are not performed.
Keep in mind that there should be only one
Godparent and that a child is supposed to be
given but one name when he or she is baptized.

WEDDINGS—Please arrange an appointment
with Fr. Dean at least eight months before the
proposed wedding date to allow time for all
necessary marriage preparation.

CONFESSION—Confessions are arranged by
appointment. Please call the church office to
schedule Confession.

MINISTRY TO PERSONS WHO ARE
SICK—Orthodox Christians who would like to
receive Holy Sacraments but are unable to
attend church (hospitalized or at home) should
contact the church office so Holy Sacraments
can be administered to them.

Please inform the church office if your loved
one is hospitalized! Most hospitals no longer
inform us when they receive patients from our
parish.

MEMORIAL SERVICES—Memorial
Services are offered for the eternal rest of
persons who have falen asleep in the Lord.
Customarily, these services are offered at 40
days, at 6 months, at 1 year and at 3 years.
When three years have passed, the departed are
more properly remembered on the Saturdays
of the Souls.

DID YOU KNOW?~...

.....About Saturday nights. Saturday night is
the time of preparation for the Lord's Day
(Sunday) and for the Divine Liturgy. It should
be a quiet time of prayer and contemplation, a
time to offer incense in our homes.

Did you know that the day begins with the
setting of the sun? That is why the vespers of
our holidays falls the evening before the
holiday: the holiday has already begun!

For this reason, we should avoid planning
parties and dinner dances on Saturday
evenings.
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Fromy Fatlier Dean

Christmas 2011

Dear Stewards and Friends of St. Haralambos,

Thanksgiving has passed, the Fast has begun, and it is officially the pre-
Christmas Season. Soon we will be celebrating the Birth and Baptism of our
Lord, and we will al say, “Wow! It's aready Christmas. Where did the time

ago?’

Before we do that, let’s reminisce alittle. A year ago at about thistime,
we were repairing severe damage to our church dome, both on the outside
and the inside. Scaffolding stayed in place for many weeks, as the damaged
icon of the Pantocrator was replaced. Remember?

The year 2011 was the 60th anniversary of our parish! The community
was established in 1951 in the Humbol dt Park neighborhood of Chicago. In
addition, May 5th was the 20th anniversary of the ordination of Deacon
John Suhayda.

During 2011, we aso implemented our new “ Stewardsin Action”
Committee. Asthis Committee expands, we expect that it will help our
ministries become more effective, and we look forward to various activities
such as the free Appreciation Luncheon that our Stewardship Committee
sponsored for the whole community last November 6th! We are reminded
that Christ isthe Vine and we are the branches. We should be proud to be
His branches, and we should produce worthy fruit! Our next “ Stewardsin
Action” Committee meeting will be at 7:00 pm on December 13; join us!

As 2012 begins, we are beginning a paper recycling program, and in-
vite you to bring all forms of paper for recycling! We are also reviewing
Phase 3, and the possibility of a new construction project. Watch for more
information!

On the cover of thisissue is a picture of the place where Christ was born
in the cave in Bethlehem. It's time for our thoughts to turn to Christmas, and
to fill our hearts with awe and wonder as we remember the events of our
Lord' s birth: the promise, the cave, the star, the shepherds, the Magi, the
choir of angels! Let usjoin themin proclaiming, “ Glory to God in the high-
est, and on earth peace, good will among men!” (We hope you enjoy the
Christmas thoughts of Metropolitan Philip on page 6.)

May the Lord’slove guide all of us through this season and the whole
New Y ear. Merry Christmas!

V.

Looking ahead, please mark your calendar:

Sunday, January 8—Vasilopita Luncheon

Sunday, January 22—Godparent Sunday Luncheon

Sunday, February 12— St. Haralambos Dinner Dance and

Silent Auction

We would really appreciate your support of this year’s
61st Anniversary Program Book! Contracts are avail-
able in the church office!

Dean
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2011 STEWARDSHIP:
A NEW PERSPECTIVE

Asof November 23, 2011
613 stewards have committed
$315,615.00

Have you become a 2011 Steward yet?




THE BULLETIN BOARD

Parish Announcements

RERRY CHRISTMAS!

HOLY COMMUNION----During the
Christmas Season, all Orthodox Christians
usually plan to receive Holy Communion.
In order to receive Holy Communion
properly, please plan to prepare yourself
through prayer, Holy Confession, fasting
and almsgiving. Let us think of our heart as
the manger in which Christ will be born,
and let us prepare our manger to receive Him!

2012 STEWARDSHIP

1 AM THE VINE; YOU ARE THE BRANCHES!
When you receive our 2012 Stewardship mailing,
we urge you to read the information carefully, and
to make a bold and faith-filled commitment to your
church for 2012!

At the present time, about 46% of our parish in-
come is derived from stewardship. This means that we depend on
other sources to sustain 54% of OUR church’s needs. Our church
does not belong to somebody else! Can you help us get closer to
fully sustaining our own church’s needs (100%) through Steward-
ship?

STEWARDSHIP 2011—If you have not yet become a steward for
2011, it's not too late! Help us meet our 2011 goal—your help
matters!

SHUT-INS-Please inform the church office about elderly or ill who
would like to receive Holy Communion but are unable to come to
church, so that our priests can bring the Sacrament to them.

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS will take place after church
services on Sunday, December 4. Plan to vote!

BLESSING OF HOMES-It is an annual custom in the Epiphany
Season (Epiphany is Friday, January 6) to bless our homes with the
Agiasmos of Epiphany. If you would like to have your home blessed
by the priest, please call the church office (847-647-8880).

ANNUAL VASILOPITA LUNCHEON-our St. Haraambos
Vasilopita Luncheon will take place on Sunday, January 8" in our
Community Center after Church services. Plan on coming, and bring
your entire family. The donation is only $10.

METROPOLIS OF CHICAGO VASILOPITA--Plan to attend the
annual Metropolis of Chicago Vasilopita. All are invited to join
Metropolitan lakovos and the clergy and laypeople of our Metropolis
at this annual event which benefits St. Basil Academy. More
information will be announced.

GODPARENTS SUNDAY-Our Godparents Sunday will be
observed on January 22, 2012! Godparent Sunday gives us the
opportunity to renew the relationship between Godparents and their
Godchildren by receiving Holy Communion together and attending
our Godparents Luncheon. This is a popular event every year, and
reservations are required! Please call the church office to make your
reservations, and plan to participate in our Godparents Sunday!

SANCTITY OF LIFE—Our Fourth Annua Pan-Orthodox Sanctity
of Life Prayer Service will take place on Sunday evening, January 22,
2012 at Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox Church at 2501 S. Wolf Road
in Westchester, IL. As Orthodox Christians, we believe and defend
that all human lifeis sacred. Let us attend the service and pray togeth-
er for the sanctity of Life!

ANNUAL ST HARALAMBOS DINNER DANCE—MARK
YOUR CALENDAR! Our annua St. Haralambos Dinner Dance and
Silent Auction will take place on Sunday evening, February 12 at the
Chateau Ritz. It will be awonderful evening with music and dancing,
and a Silent Auction! There will also be a program ad book, and con-
tracts are now available from our church office. As aways, we count
on your support! If you can support our Ad Book, or know of persons
or businesses that could contribute an ad, please help. Please Keep the
date open!

RECYCLE! You May Have Noticed...

A paper recycling dumpster has been

placed in the church’s parking lot. Every

pound of paper received from our church

and its parishioners earns money for our

organization. The PaperRetriever Recy-

cling program accepts al forms of paper, including newspapers, mag-

azines, envelopes, folders, office and school supplies, folders, fax and
copy paper, shopping catalogs, phone books, col-
ored paper and mail (no cardboard). Our unwanted
paper then gets turned into newspaper print. By
participating in this program, you will help the
church earn extra cash, and save the Earth as well.

OUR ANNUAL ST HARALAMBOS DINNER DANCE AND
SILENT AUCTION WILL TAKE PLACE ON SUNDAY
EVENING, FEBRUARY 12 AT THE CHATEAU RITZ.

Reserve the date!

MANY THANKS...... To al our stewards and friends who participated in this year’s DCFS Gift Drive! Through your generosity,
giftswere provided by St. Haralambos Church members for 200 foster children in Cook County!




ENOPIAKEXZ ANAKOINQXEIX

OEIA KOINQNIA-Katd v goptactikyy oyl twv Xpiotovyévvwy, 6401 Ot
OpBoooéor XpioTiavoi mpOypapuuatidovV Va Aafovv Ociav Kowvwvia. Ao Va
dgy0ovue TqVv O. Koivwvia, npémel Vo, TpOetOuactovus aNai0ya, ue TpOcevy,
Eéouoioynon, Vnoeteia kot glenuocvviy. As Oswpijcovus Ty woxly Hos os THY
pdrvy omov yevviinke o Xpiotog, Kol oS mPOETOLUdoOvuE THV WOyl HAS OS
QaTVn ota Na dgyf0vue TOV VeOpeWnTo Xpioto!

EXQKAEIXETA ATOMA-Ilopokaiobpue OTmMG TANPOPOPEITE TO YpOAPEIO TNG
exKAnoiog oo Toug NAKIOUEVOLG ) AppOGTOVS TToL BEAOVY va Adfovv tnv Ociav
Kowoviav kat dev dvvavtal va €EL0ovv oty ekkAncia, o0Tog MoTE 01 1Eepeig va
TPOYPULUATICOVV VO TOVS TPOSPEPOLY TNV Ogiov Kowvwviav 6mov dapévouv.

2011 STEWARDSHIP-YIIEN®OYMIXH-Boocilépebo ommv vmoompién cog.
‘Eyxete yivel steward dio to £€tog 2011,

EKAOTEZ AIOIKHTIKOY ZYMBOYAIOY—Tnv Kvpuoknv 4 Aegxeufpiov,
petd ™V Osgio Agtrtovpyia, o yiVOLV Ot eKAOYEC TOV ALOKNTIKOU ZLpBOvALOv.
EXdate avtn v nuépa va ymoicete!

ATTAXMOZX ZITITIQN-TO €00 koel Vo aytdlovpe To omitio pog Kotd v
enmoyn TtV Ocopaveiov (Huépa tov Ogopaveiov eivor Tloapoaockevn, 6
Iavovapiov). Eav 0élete o 1epéag va €M0gl omitt 6ag Yo ayloopd TopoKoAOOLE
onmg TAepmVveite 610 Ypaeio ¢ exkinoiog (847/647-8880) .

EOPTAXMOX THX BAXIAOIIITAY — H exxAncia pag 6o eoptdost v
Baoomita e1g t1g 8 lavovapiov pe yedua 10 0moio Oa mpoetopachsi and v
Oomtwy0 petd v Bcgia Aetovpyion oty Kowotikn pog AiBovoa. Zog
TEPUEVOVLE LE TNV o1KoYéVELd cag. H dwped givon povov $10.

ETHXIA BAXZIAOIIITA THX MHTPOIIOAHZX - [Ipockolovvtol OAOL TNV
etnola Bacilomita g Mntpoémoing Zikdayov. Ta £€00da Oo dateBOOV dwo TV
Axadnpiov tov Ay. Baoileiov.

KYPIAKH NONQN KAI ANAAOXQN-H Kvpioxn, 22 lovovopiov eival
Kvproxn tov Novav kot Avaddyov eig tov Ay. Xapdioprov. Eival evkaipio dwo
toug Novovg kot Avaddyovg pali va Aapovv Oeia Kowmvia exeivn t Kuplokn,
Kol Vo Tapoakadncoovy oto yevpa mov Ba dobst petd v O. Agttovpyia €1g Vv
Kowotikn AiBovoa tov Ay. Xapoldumovg. Tniepmvicote 6to ypopeio g
exkAnoiog (847/647-8880) S0 va kpatnoete Oéoelg kol vo mopgvpebeite oty
Kvproxn tov Avadoymv!

ETHXIA XYMIIOZIO AI'. XAPAAAMIIOYX-[lopoKkahoOue GNUEIOCTE TV
Kvpuoxn 1o BPAAY, 12 dgfpovapiov 2012, kot 6xe0146TE VO GUVEOPTAGOVUE EIG
1o Chateau Ritz! @ao yiver Zvumocio kot “SILENT AUCTION,” ermiong Oa
tonmbei Program Book. And thpa Satifevror cvpfodrato doenuicewmv dio 1o
Program Book €ig to ypageio ¢ ekkinoioc. H copnapdotacn cag éytice v
KOWOTNTA LOG KOl TNV EKKANGIO Hog. X0 TUpUKOAOVUE VO VTOGTNPIEETE KO TO
epetevo Program Book!

INEPI EKKAHXIATIKQN
EYXQN KAI MYXTHPIQN

EYXEX NEOI'ENNHTOQN TEKNQN--
KdéBe pavo kat to modi e, copdvio nUEPEs
HETA TNV YEVVNGON TOVL TPOGEPYOVIOL GTNV
ekkAnoia yuo va Adpovv v Evioyla tewv 40
Hpepdv, ot pipnonv tov Incod Xpiotov
0 omoiog mapovoidctnke otov Iepov Noaodv
caplvto MUEPEC HETA TNV YEVVNON TOUL.
[Mopakarovpe TmAepwveite 610 Ypageio g
EKKANGIOG Yo Vo KOVOVIGETE TNV €LAOYIN
ot

BAIITIZEIXZ—Ilapokalobpue Omnmg
TNAEQOVEITE GTO YPUPEID TG EKKANGIOG dlaL
vo mpoypappoticete Bomrticec. Zyedidote
oA  evopitepal-Ymhpyovv pePIKES UEPES
mov Oev  yivovrar Poanticelc. Xag
vrevOopilovpe 0TI, KOVOVIKG, TPEMEL V.
do0el éva 6vopo oto moudl, Kol TPEMEL VL
glvar évag ovédoyog.

FAMOI-TIopakaiodpe Omo¢  koavovilete
ovvavimon upe tov  w.  Kovotavtivo
TOVAGYIGTOV ~ OKT® WAVEG TPV TNV
TPOTEWVOLEVT] TLEPOUNVIOL TOV YELOL S0l TIG
OTTOLTOVEVES TPOETOLACIES.
EZOMOAOTHXH—Ot E&opoioynoeig
kavoviCovtar Kotomwy  pavtefov. At va

npoypappatiocete eEoporoynoelg,
TOPAKOAOVLE TNAEQ®VEITE GTO YPOAPEI0 TNG
eKKANGlOG.

MEPIMNA APPQETQN—OpOsd0&or
Xptotiovol mov Bo MBehoav va Adfovv Ta
Ay Mvotipa Kot dgv pmopodv va EABovv
otV ekkAnoio (Bpickovian €1g voookoueio 1
aVAUTOpPOl €1 TA ORWITIL  TOVG)
TOPAKOAODVTIOL VO,  ETIKOWVOVOOV UE  TO
ypaeio ¢ eKKANGiog dlo Vo LTOPECOVV VL
T AGBouv.

[Mopokodoble vo  eMKOW@OVEITE HE  TO
ypaeio TG eKKANGING €0V KATOL0G GUYYEVIS
oag eivar oto voookopeio! Ta vocokopeia
TAéOV Ogv oG TANPOPOPoLV 0TV £YovV
appPOGTOVG amd TNV EVOPiaL [LOG.
MNHMOXYNA—Emyvnpuoocvveg  denoeig
yivovtol yio TNV o1®VIOV OVATOUoN TOV
tebvedviov. Zovfwoc, ovtég ol denoelg
yivovtar kotd tig 40 nuépeg , tovg 6 pnveg,
tov 1% ypdvo kot tov 3% ypdvo. Otav Exovv
nepdoel Tpia xpovia, eivar mo appolov va
evBvpovpebo tovg omoBavoviog KoTd TO
YoyoodfParta.




ON THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

by Metropolitan PHILIP,
of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of N. America
What is a merciful heart? It is a heart that burns with love for the whole creation—for

men, for birds, for beasts, for demons and for every creature. —St. Isaac the Syrian

Christmas music is filling the air. In every home there is a Christmas tree; some are
real and some are plastic. Lights of every color are glittering in windows, shops, bars
and even the discos. Some people are selling, some are buying, some are eating,

some are drinking and some are starving to death.

| put a "Do Not Disturb" sign on my door because Christmas Eve is a very special and private time to me. | want to
be alone in order to embrace all men and love all things. In the depths of my aloneness, the past, the present and
the future become one single moment. In the depths of my aloneness | experience that boundless love which
encompasses the whole creation. | am alone on Christmas Eve but not lonely, because in Christ Jesus there is no
loneliness and there is no separation. The walls are destroyed and the barriers are no more. The Child of the manger
has reconciled everything to Himself; henceforth, there is no race, no color, no conflict and no hatred; in Him there is

"a new heaven and a new earth."

Christmas Eve, to me, is a time for reflection. The year is slowly sinking into the ocean of eternity, and in my reflection

there are painful questions:

Did I love Him enough? Did | serve Him enough? Did | suffer enough? Did | forgive enough? How many tears did

| dry? How many wounds did | bind? Was | faithful to Him who loved me beyond measure? How loving and compas-
sionate is God, that despite my sinfulness and unworthiness, He ‘became flesh and dwelt amongst us.” What an
unfathomable condescension that He assumed our nature in order to make us partakers of His nature. Despite His
Incarnation, He will always remain incognito in this world if we don't care for each other. But do we really care? Have
we seen the starving children on our television screens? Have we ever seen so much despair, so much misery and
so much helplessness? These are our brothers and sisters, His brothers and sisters. How sad it is that we do not see

the tragedy unless it is projected for us on the screen!

Tonight the Body and Blood of this tender Child will touch millions of lips throughout this troubled world. This divine
touch will make us Christlike if we care and respond to His love. To be Christlike, we must be born with Him in the
manger, crucified with Him on the Cross and resurrected with Him from the dead. The manger, the Cross, and the

empty tomb—these are one single event which sums up the entire history of salvation.

It is Christmas Eve, and another year is about to dawn on us. Let Your light shine upon us so that we may see a new
vision, sing a new song and dream a new dream. And if we live to celebrate another Christmas, give us courage to

love You more, serve You more and worship You more "in spirit and in truth."

From And He Leads Them: The Mind and Heart of Philip Saliba, Joseph J. Allen, ed. (Ben Lomond California: Concili-
ar Press, 2004), pp. 385f.



Schedule
Of Holiday Services-

Christmas and Epiphany

2 g

Saturday morning, December 24
— Eve of Christmas

6:00 am — Orthros

7:00 am-- Divine Liturgy

Sunday, December 25 —
THE BIRTH IN THE FLESH
OF OUR LORD AND GOD

AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
8:30 am — Orthros
9:45 am — Divine Liturgy—Family Worship

*Note: Thereisno fasting from Dec 25 through Jan. 4

Tuesday, December 27 —St. Stephen the First Martyr
8:30 am — Orthros and Divine Liturgy

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
Sunday, January 1, 2012 —
—Feastday of St. Basil the Great
8:30 am — Orthros
9:45 am— Divine Liturgy (Family Worship)

Thursday, January 5 — Eve of Epiphany
(Day of Fasting)
8:30 am — Ninth Hour
9:30 am—Vespera Divine Liturgy,
The Great Blessing of the Waters

Friday, January 6
—-THE GREAT FEAST OF THEOPHANY
8:30 am — Orthros and Divine Liturgy,
followed by The Great Blessing of the Waters

THISYEAR’SVASILOPITA LUNCHEON
WILL TAKE PLACE
ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 8,
FOLLOWING THE DIVINE LITURGY.

s

MPOrPAMMA IEPQN AKOAOYOIQN
XPIZTOYTENNQN /

#r OEO®ANEIQN

XapBato mpmi, 24 Aekeuppiov
—oapapovn g Tov Xprotod [N'evvnoemg
6:00 Tt — OpBHpog
7:00 tp—0Oeia Agttovpyia

Kvupuokiy, 25 Agkenppiov
H KATA TAPKA TENNHZXIX

TOY KYPIOY KAl ©OEOY

KAI LQTHPOX HMQN IHXOY XPIZTOY
8:30 i — OpBHpog
9:45 pp — O¢ia Agttovpyia

YHM: An6 v 25" Aek. péypr v 4" Iav. dev
VN GTEVOVLLE.

Tpitn, 27 Aekepppiov—Ay. Xté@avog
8:30 pn —OpBpog ko Ocior Aertovpyia

EYTYXEX TO NEO ETOZ!

Kvpwki, 1 Iavovapiov 2012 — Ay. Bactieiov Tov
Meydlov, Apylemokonov Karsapeiog

8:30 Ty — OpBpog

9:45 ntp - O¢ia Agitovpyia

Hépntn, S lavovapiov — Mapapovi) Ocopaveionv
(Huépa vnoteiag)
8:30 tp—9 Qpa
9:30 p — Beia Agttovpyia,
Telet tov Mey. Aylacpov

Hapaokevt], 6 lavovapiov
-TA AT'TA OEO®ANEIA
8:30 pn —OpBpog ko Ocia Agttovpyia,
Tele tov Mey. Aylacpon

E®ETOX, OA EOPTAXOYME THN BAXIAOIIITA
XTHN KOINOTIKH MAX AIOOYXA THN
KYPIAKH, 8 IANOYAPIOY,

META THN OEIA AEITOYPTIA .




The Holy Hierarch Saint Nicholas

By Ginny Neuwsma, Antiochian.org staff member

St. Nicholas of Myra, along with St. Patrick of Ireland, has the
rare distinction of being one of the only saintsin our Orthodox
Church to be recognized and honored in the West. Although he was
once portrayed in popular culture as the venerable staff bearing Father
Christmas, whose kindly visage bore a resemblance to the bishop of
old, today histrue image has al but been obliterated, thanks to Madi-
son Avenue. Courtesy of the marketing folks at Coke who first
dreamed up the current version, heis a vacuous, cherry-cheeked fly-
ing Santawho can be al over the world at once on Christmas Eve and
whose sole purposein life isto satisfy children’s materialistic crav-
ings.

But to refresh our memories, who wasthe real St. Nicholas, and
why has his story and life held such staying power? Nicholas of Myra
was born at the end of the third century in Patara, on the south coast
of AsiaMinor, to godly parents who dedicated him to Christ from
birth. From childhood, he evidenced a deep love for the Church and
learning the services, daily reading the Holy Scriptures and praying.
His uncle, the Bishop of Patara, recognized an unusua quality in his
life and while he was still quite young, ordained him first as a reader,
and then, a priest.

From the outset of his priesthood, he became known as a model of
sacrificial giving and love. His parents were wealthy and when they
had both reposed, he gave his inheritance money away one coin at a
time, when there was need. While he was well known for his kindness
and devotion to the liturgical life of the Church, his monetary gifts
were given secretively and people didn’t know until later just how
generous he truly was. In the famous example that birthed the delight-
ful tradition of Orthodox children setting out their shoes to be filled
with treats on the eve of hisfeast day, Father Nicholas heard of a
family in great distress. A formerly wealthy businessman of Patara
had fallen on hard times, and was planning on selling his three daugh-
tersinto prostitution. In the dark of night, the concerned priest tossed
abag of gold into the window of the man’s home; subsequently, he
gave him yet more coins, enough that the man could arrange honora-
ble marriages and professions for his family.

Father Nicholas decided after several yearsin the priesthood to
make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, atrip that in those days required
great effort and the willingness to be in dangerous situations. Along
the way, he predicted a storm would assail his ship; this came to pass,
and through his holy prayers, disaster was averted, the ship was
saved, and aman’slife spared after he had fallen overboard. Once he
arrived in Jerusalem and the surrounding vicinity, as he was venerat-
ing Golgotha and other holy places his heart yearned for the solitary
life of prayer and monasticism. With this intention he returned home;
but God had other plans for him, and called him out, saying,
"Nicholas, thisis not the vineyard where you shall bear fruit for Me.
Return to the world, and glorify My Name there.”

The fruit-bearing which the Lord spoke of came to pass with his
election as the Bishop of Myra, which in turn happened through
another unusual set of circumstances. Father Nicholas' Archbishop,
John, had died, and one of the bishops of the Council said that the
new archbishop would be revealed to them by God rather than be
chosen from among them by men. One of the elder bishops had a
vision, wherein he was told that the new hierarch would be the one
whom he would meet when he went to the church at night. Upon
arriving there, the elderly bishop discovered Nicholas, who was al-
ways the first to be at church.

"What is your name, child?" he asked Nicholas..
"My nameis Nicholas, Master, and | am your servant.”

After his elevation to the bish-
opric, St. Nicholasincreased in
piety and service to his flock. Not
only did he continue to be known
for his simplicity and almsgiving,
he also gained areputation asa
defender for the faith. One story
tells of his slapping Arius himself
at the First Ecumenical Council.
He also destroyed temples and
assailed heresies and paganism.
During atime of great persecu-
tion under Diocletian and Maxim-
ian, he was arrested and tortured
before being miraculously re-
leased.

Even while till alive, miracles followed in St. Nicholas' wake. His
prayers once saved Myrafrom a devastating famine. He also became
known for helping sailorsin distress, as in the one instance where he
appeared at the helm of a ship during a deadly storm and brought it
safely to port. Another time, a passenger fell overboard, cried, “ Saint
Nicholas, help me!” and at once found himself at home surrounded by
his amazed family. People under his care knew that where he was,
peace and faith followed, as it was said that his very countenance
radiated the love and presence of God.

Why has St. Nicholas continued to be so loved and venerated?
*He' sa shared saint.

From the eastern end of Russia to the western shores of Ireland, Cath-
olic and Orthodox Christians alike share alove and devotion to his
memory. When Myrafell to the Saracens, hisrelics were moved to
the south of Italy in Bari, where they continue to work miracles today.
In some countries he is the patron saint for crop growers, in other
places he's specia to sailors; in yet others, heis the advocate of chil-
dren.

*He modeled servant leader ship and resisted the temptations of
wealth and power.

St. Nicholas considered neither his parents' inheritance money, nor
the positions granted him within the Church, reason to lord anything
over anyone, but rather always chose the path of selfless service. In
this, he worthily resembled Christ, who, while being God, “made
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being madein
human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a
cross!” (Phil. 2: 7, 8) Thiskind of leadership draws people in and
invites obedience through love, rather than by issuing edicts and
demands.

*He wastender but he knew how to be tough when needed.

The same saint who couldn’t bear to see three daughters sold into
shame, stormed pagan houses of worship and fearlessly stood up to
the popular heretic, Arius. That model of fierce defense coupled with
kindness, is always desperately needed in the Church, no more so
than today.

Apolytikion of St. Nicholas
In truth you were revealed to your flock asarule of faith,
an image of humility and ateacher of abstinence;
your humility exalted you;
your poverty enriched you.
Hierarch Father Nicholas,
entreat Christ our God that our souls may be saved.






December 2011

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
9:00 am— 9:00 am—Annual
Pre-School Christmas
Conferences Family Retreat
4:30 pm— 9:00 am-Saturday
Parent-Teacher Greek School
7:30-Bible Study Conferences
7:30—SYNERGY (no classes)
4 5 6 St. Nicholas 7 8 9 10
ST BARBARA 8:30-Orthros 9:00 am-Saturday
8:15 am—Orthros and Liturgy Greek School
9:30 an—Sunday 11:30 am—Little
School Angels Playgroup 6:00pm— Annual | 4:30 pm—Greek
9:45 am—Divine Philoptochos School
Liturgy 4:30 pm—Greek Christmas Party
School
ELECTIONS 7:30-Bible Study
8:15 am—oOrthros | St. Spyridon 11:30 am—Little St Eleftherios 9:00 am-Saturday
9:30 an—Sunday 8:30-Orthros | Angels Playgroup 8:30-Orthros Greek School
School and Liturgy and Liturgy
9:45 am—Divine 4:30 pm—Greek 4:30 pm—Greek
Liturgy School 7:30 pm— School
5:30 pm—Family 4:30 pm—PTA Philoptochos mtg 7:30-Bible Stu
AGSESEEIRBALb Night 7:00 pm-Stewards ’ o
7:00—Scouts mtg in Action
6:00 pm—GOY A
8:15 am—Orthros 11:30 am—Little 10:00 a-Preschool CHRISTMAS
9:30 am—Sunday Angels Playgroup Christmas EVE
School Program MORNING
9:45 am—Divine ) 6:00 am-Orthros
Liturgy 7:30 pm—DParish 7:30-Bible Study 4:30 pmS;]Gog?ek and Liturgy
CHRISTMAS 430 pmSE]Gr?k Council Mtg 6:00 pm-Xmas
PAGEANT 00 Program
6:00 pm—GOYA
Xmas Caroling
CHRISTMAS St Stephen the
DAY First Martyr
8:30— Orthros 8:30-Orthros
and Liturgy and Liturgy
6:00pm—Scouts
outing
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O
HIS EMINENCE
METROPOLITAN TAKOVOS OF CHICAGO

INVITES YOU TO THE ANNUAL

METROPOLIS OF CHICAGO

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE

2:00 PM
SUNDAY. DECEMBER 18. 2011

40 EAST BURTON PLACE

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS
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