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òWhere there is no vision, the people perish.ó (Proverbs 29:18) 

Our Congratulations and Best Wishes  

to all our High School and College Graduates of the Class of 2017!  
ȾŬɘ Ůɘɠ ŬɜɩŰŮɟŬ! 

Alexander Anton 
George Arvanitis 
Anastasia Avgerinos 
Alexander Balabanos 
Marianna Balabanos 
Alexandra Gianna Barlas 
Alex Boucas 
Jasmine Gloria 
Peter Govis 
Zoe Kais 
Maria Kaltakis 

Lambros Karkazis 
Eleni Petratos 
Eugenia Petropulos 
Konstantine Sellas 
Demetri Skoubis 
Kosta Tafreshing 
Dean Tasiopoulos 
Calliope Vaselopulos 
Michelle Vasiliadis 
Nikoleta Vasilopoulos 
Alexander Velis 

COLLEGE AND GRADUATE SCHOOL 
 

Elias Kondilis 
Pamela Lemperis 
Nicholas Pierce 
Vasili Stefanis 

HIGH SCHOOL 

 

 2017 STEWARDSHIP  
    

DISCOVER THE LIGHT     
by offering your time,   
talent and treasure to 
Christ and His Church!  



 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
June/July Schedule of Services 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 11ð Sunday of All Saints; The Holy    
        Apostles Bartholomew and Barnabas  
  8:15 amðOrthros 
  9:30 amðDivine Liturgy 
 

Sunday, June 18ðFathers Day 
  8:15 amðOrthros 
  9:30 amðDivine Liturgy 
 

Sunday, June 25 
  8:15 amðOrthros 
  9:30 amðDivine Liturgy 
 

Friday, June 30ð The Twelve Holy Apostles 
     8:30 amðOrthros and Liturgy 
 

Sunday, July 2 
  8:15 amðOrthros 
  9:30 amðDivine Liturgy 
 

Sunday, July 9 
  8:15 amðOrthros 
  9:30 amðDivine Liturgy 
 

Sunday, July 16ðThe Holy Fathers of the 4th Ecumenical  
        Council 
  8:15 amðOrthros 
  9:30 amðDivine Liturgy 
 

Thursday, July 20ð The Prophet Elias 
     8:30 amðOrthros and Liturgy 
 

Saturday, July 22ð St. Mary Magdalene, St. Markella 
     8:30 amðOrthros and Liturgy 
 

Sunday, July 23ðThe Holy Prophet Ezekiel 
  8:15 amðOrthros 
  9:30 amðDivine Liturgy 
 

Wednesday, July 26ð St. Paraskevi 
     8:30 amðOrthros and Liturgy 
 

Friday, July 28ðSt. Irene Chrysovalantou 
     8:30 amðOrthros and Liturgy 
 
 

OUR SISTER COMMUNITY of All Saints in Joliet invites 
you to Vespers on Saturday evening, June 10 and Liturgy on 
Sunday morning, June 11, in honor of the feastday of All 
Saints. (Of course, Liturgy WILL be celebrated at St. Haralam-
bos on Sunday, June 11.) 
 

OUR SISTER COMMUNITY of Ss. Peter and Paul in Glen-
view invites you to Vespers on Wednesday evening, June 28, 
and Liturgy on Thursday morning, June 29, in honor of the 
Feastday of Ss. Peter and Paul. (Liturgy will NOT be celebrat-
ed at St. Haralambos on June 29.) 
 

OUR SISTER COMMUNITY of the 12 Holy Apostles in 
Westchester, IL invites you to Vespers on Thursday evening, 
June 29th, and Divine Liturgy on Friday, June 30th, in honor of 
the Feastday of the 12 Apostles. (Liturgy WILL  be celebrated 
at St. Haralambos on June 30th.) 

SACRAMENTS AND BLESSINGS  
MINISTRY TO PERSONS WHO ARE SICK -We urge Orthodox 
Christians who would like to receive Holy Sacraments but are unable 
to attend church (hospitalized or at home) to contact the church office 
so Holy Sacraments can be administered to them.  

If your loved one is hospitalized please call us, even if the illness is 
not serious! In a wholistic approach to healing and well-being, a 
visit from the priest can be very positive. Most hospitals do not  
inform us when they receive patients from our parish. We depend 
on you! 

BLESSINGS OF INFANTS ðForty days after birth, a child and its 
mother come to church to receive a 40 Day Blessing, imitating Christ 
who was presented in the Temple 40 days after He was born. Please 
call the church office to arrange this blessing. 

BAPTISMSðPlease call the church office to schedule Baptisms. 
Plan ahead!ðthere are some days when Baptisms are not performed. 
Keep in mind that there should be only one Godparent and that a child 
is supposed to be given one name when he or she is baptized. 

WEDDINGSðPlease arrange an appointment with Fr. Dean at least 
eight months before the proposed wedding date to allow time for all 
necessary marriage preparation.  

CONFESSIONðConfessions are arranged by appointment. Please 
call the church office to schedule Confession. 

MEMORIAL SERVICESðMemorial Services are offered for the 
eternal rest of  persons who have fallen asleep in the Lord. Customari-
ly, these services are  offered at 40 days, at 6 months, at 1 year and at 
3 years. When three years have passed, the departed are more proper-
ly remembered on the Saturdays of the Souls.  

END OF LIFE ISSUES  
1 - A Proper Funeral Conveys Divine Grace to Our Loved One 
 For an Orthodox Christian, a church funeral is a necessity. As we 
pray, the funeral service brings divine Grace to those who have fallen 
asleep, for their forgiveness and eternal rest. We should not consider a 
church funeral to be an inconvenience, out of love, it is our duty. 
What good reason can there be to deny our loved ones from Godôs 
saving Grace and the honor they deserve? Let us honor our parents 
and relatives with the respect they deserve! 

2 - About Cremation 
     Orthodox Christians believe that in the General Resurrection, our 
bodies and souls will be restored to each other. Cremation is the de-
liberate desecration and destruction of what God has made, and is 
viewed as the denial of the Resurrection.  
 In cases where there is intention for the body of a deceased person 
to be cremated, thus choosing to disregard our understanding of the 
Resurrection, the honor of a church funeral is not given, either in the 
church, or the funeral home or any other place.  
     Additionally, memorial services with kolyva are not allowed, since 
the connection of the ñkernel of wheatò as a sign of the Resurrection 
has been intentionally destroyed. 

 

2017 STEWARDSHIP  
 

DISCOVER THE 
LIGHT!     

 

2017 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 

As of June 2, 2017 

442 families have promised $248,467.00 
 

for 2017 Stewardship! 
 

Average level of giving is $562! 
 

Have you become a 2017 Steward yet? 

Life without Christ is not life.  That¬s just the way it is£  
If you don¬t see Christ in everything you do,                             

you are without Christ.  
 - Saint Porphyrios of Kavsokalyvia 
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From Father Dean 
     June 2017 

Dear Friends and Fellow Stewards, 

     Itôs summer! Schoolôs out, the flowers have blossomed; Graduation par-
ties abound; Jr. Olympics and our Memorial Day Family Picnic are now 
memories (but good memories!).           

     If you did not make it to our Family Picnic, you missed a great time! 

Flick Park is a beautiful facility with great playgrounds and the weather was 

gorgeous! 

     Please scan this issue of Visions and see some of the wonderful activi-

ties of the last month. Our Sr. GOYA made a life-changing outreach trip to 

Detroit, our Preschool had their Mini-Olympics, and our Metropolis held 

our Annual  Jr. Olympics! 

      Please review our list of 2017 Graduates (pages 6-7). We are proud and 

offer congratulations to all of them, with best wishes əŬɘ ůôŬɜɩŰŮɟŬ! 

     Our Vacation Church School will take place the week of June 26-30. 

Remember to register your children right away! 

     And now, all our attention turns to our Big Greek FOOD FESt! One 
of the most important ways to make our Fest successful is with donations of 
the supplies that we need.  For this reason, we have posted a big donation 
board in our Community Center, listing nearly all the items that we need. 
We ask you to look it overðmaybe there is something you would like to 
donate! 

     Manpower and womanpower are vital to the success of our Fest,    

before, during and after! What can you do? 

§ THURSDAY, JULY 13 IS SOUVLAKI DAY! We need a large crew to 

put 3,000 pounds of meat on the skewers. We also need to set up tables 

and chairs in the tents and start setting up equipment. WE NEED 

YOUR HELP ON THIS DAY! 

§ The Food Fest is open July 14, 15 and 16! 

§ We have a big job Monday, July 17: the ñDAY AFTER.ò Your help 

with clean up would really be appreciated. 

     Our FEST has become a source of great pride to our community. This 

happens because of YOUR helpðwe are grateful to you. 

     Dear friends: Please understand that we depend on you ð the members 

and friends of our community! We are so grateful for the love and help that 

you have always shown, and thank you in advance for your help again this 

year! 

     After the Fest, we can relax! (But remember to come to churché.) 

  IN THIS ISSUE: 

        Letter from our Priest (pg 3)  
    Announcements/ȷɜŬəɞɘɜɩůŮɘɠ (p 4) 
 2017 Greek Food Fest of Niles (pg 5) 
 The Class of 2017 (pg 6-7) 
 Senior GOYA Outreach Trip (p 7) 
 Parish Survey Results (pg 8,9) 
 Sunday School and Junior Olympics (p 10) 

HOLY TAXIARHAI AND  
SAINT HARALAMBOS  

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH  
NILES, ILLINOIS  

 

Proistamenoséééé....é... Fr. Constantine P. Botsis 
Synefimerioséééé..é.é....... Fr. George Lamberis 
Pastoral Assistant....é.é.....  Deacon John G. Suhayda 
Chanteréééé...........éé.....é..é..Nick Harisiadis 
Parish Council Officers 
Presidentééé...é...é.é....é  Perry Giannopoulos 
Vice Presidenté.......................éé..é Nick Andrews 
Treasurerééé.é..............................  David Loomos 
Secretaryéééééé.éé...éé..é Kathy Apithis 
Phase III Chairman........................ Perry Giannopoulos 
Stewardshipééééééé..é.é.é George Giolas 
Budget Committee Chairman........ Perry Giannopoulos 
Building & Grounds Chairmanéé. 
          é. Michael Pontikes and Theodoros Karabatsos 
Decor Committee Chairman............Stephan Aliferakis 
Finance Committee Chairmané.............. Tom Sikoral 
Outreach Committeeéé......ééé...é..John Pierce 
Inreach Committeeééé...éVoula Asimacopoulos,  
                    Elaine Loomos, Jolynn Rugerrio 
School Board Chairmané...............Olympia Bournias 
Audit Committee Chairmanéé...é.. George Houpis 
.. 

Food Fest Chairmanéééééé. 
Philoptochos President..éé.é........ Maria Dimitriou 
PTA Co-Presidents (Afternoon School)é. 
                            é..Eleni Gonzalez and Mona Giolas 
PTA President (Preschool)é..é...Marianna Memmos  
PTA Co-Presidents (Saturday School)éé. 
                      .....Melina Papadopoulos and Irene Mohr 
Greek School Principalé............ Mrs. Anastasia Liapi 
Saturday School Director ..Mrs. Andrianna Panayiotou 
Preschool Directoré.....éé........... Mrs. Rita Petratos 
Sunday School Directoré....Presvytera Georgia Botsis 
Athletic Directorééé...é....é....é  David Loomos 
Scoutmaster..éé..éééé....é.... Vasili Zimbrakos 
Asst Cubmasteré...éééé...éé.........  John Frake 
Little Angelsééééééé...é..é  Anastasia Liapi 
YAL Presidentéé..................é.....Christina Pappadis 
GOYA Presidenté.......................... éé... Alex Anton  
Jr. Goya Advisoréé..é.é.é..ééé Father George 
Bookstore Manageré.........é......ééJolynn Ruggerio 
Web Master and IT.....é....é...........é George Houpis  
Facebookééééé..ééééé..é Elizabeth Kotis 
Office Staffé.. éééééééé.. 
    Barbara Skaouris, Alexandra Grivas, Anna Sikoral 
Maintenance Staffé..Juan Caro and Carolina Contreras 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! We also congratulate the gradu-
ates of our morning school, our Afternoon Greek School and 
our Saturday Greek School. BRAVO!  

OUR BIG GREEK FOOD FEST OF NILES will take 
place July 14-16 this summer, and planning has already begun. 
Of course, we will need much help, and we are always looking 
for new ideas and new people to get involved! Please talk to 
Perry Giannopoulos, George Anastasiadis, Eleni Kiriazopou-
los, Father George or Father Dean if you would like to offer 
your help. 

THE EARLY BIRD RAFFLE will take 
place on Sunday, June 18! The prize is 
$1000 and the ticket will return to the 
raffle barrel for the Grand Drawing.  Do 
you have your ticket book?  

4TH OF JULY PARADEñ 
ST HARALAMBOS IS MARCHING  
NILES 4TH OF JULY PARADE!  
You are invited to join our St. Haralam-
bos 4th of July Marching Armada! Pa-
rade steps off from Notre Dame College 
Prep at 8:00 am. Plan to march! (Itôs lots of fun!) THE 
MORE THE MERRIER; ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ȺɁɃɅȽȷȾȺɆ  ȷɁȷȾɃȽɁɋɆȺȽɆ 
ȺȿȿȼɁȽȾɃ ūȺɆɇȽȸȷȿ ɇɃɈ 2017--ɇɞ ūŮůŰɘɓɎɚ Űɖɠ 
ȾɞɘɜɧŰɖŰɎɠ ɛŬɠ ɔɘŬ Űɞ 2017 ɗŬ ɚɎɓŮɘ ɢɩɟŬɜ Ůɘɠ Űɘɠ 14-16 
Ƚɞɡɚɑɞɡ, əŬɘ ɞɘ ŮŰɞɘɛŬůɑŮɠ ɎɟɢɘůŬɜ. ŪŬ ɢɟŮɘŬůŰɞɨɛŮ 
ɓɞɐɗŮɘŬ Ůɘɠ Űɞɜ ˊɟɞɔɟŬɛɛŬŰɘůɛɧɜ, əŬɘ ˊɎɜŰŬ 
ŮɜŭɘŬűŮɟɧɛŬůŰŮ ɔɘŬ ɜɏŮɠ ɘŭɏŮɠ əŬɘ əŬɘɜɞɨɟɔɘɞɡɠ 
ŮɗŮɚɞɜŰɏɠ! ȺŬɜ ɏɢŮŰŮ Űɖɜ ŮɡɢŬɟɑůŰɖůɘɜ ɜŬ ɓɞɖɗɐůŮŰŮ, 
ˊŬɟŬəŬɚɞɨɛŮ ŰɖɚŮűɤɜŮɑŰŮ Űɞ ɔɟŬűŮɑɞ Űɖɠ ŮəəɚɖůɑŬɠ (847
-647-8880).   

ɁȺȷ ȺȿȿȼɁȽȾɃɈ ɆɉɃȿȺȽɃɈ--Ƀɘ ŮɔɔɟŬűɏɠ ɏɢɞɡɜ 
ɐŭɖ ŬɟɢɑůŮɘ ŭɘɎ Űɞ ůɢɞɚɘəɧ ɏŰɞɠ 2017-2018 ɔɘŬ Űɞ 
ɁɖˊɘŬɔɤɔŮɑɞ, Űɞ ȷˊɞɔŮɡɛŬŰɘɜɧ Ⱥɚɚɖɜɘəɧ ɆɢɞɚŮɑɞ əŬɗɩɠ 
əŬɘ ɔɘŬ Űɞ ɆŬɓɓŬŰɘŬɜɧ ɆɢɞɚŮɑɞ. ɆɢŮŭɘɎůŰŮ ɜŬ ŮɔɔɟɎɣŮŰŮ ŰŬ 
ˊŬɘŭɘɎ ůŬɠ ůŮ ɏɜŬ Ŭˊɧ ŰŬ ȺɚɚɖɜɘəɎ ɆɢɞɚɘəɎ ɄɟɞɔɟɎɛɛŬŰɎ 
ɛŬɠ, ɧˊɞɡ ŰŬ ˊŬɘŭɘɎ ɛŬɠ ɗŬ ɛɎɗɞɡɜ Űɖɜ ɔɚɩůůŬ, ˊɑůŰɖ əŬɘ 
əɞɡɚŰɞɨɟŬ ɛŬɠ, əŬɘ ɗŬ ŭɖɛɘɞɡɟɔɐůɞɡɜ űɘɚɑŮɠ ɛɏůŬ ůŰɖɜ 
Ⱥɚɚɖɜɘəɐ Ƀɟɗɧŭɞɝɖ ȾɞɘɜɧŰɖŰŬ. ȼ ůɡɛɛŮŰɞɢɐ Űɤɜ ˊŬɘŭɘɩɜ 
ɛŬɠ ůŰŬ ˊɟɞɔɟɎɛɛŬŰŬ ŬɡŰɎ, ŮɝŬůűŬɚɑɕŮɘ Űɖɜ ŭɘŬŰɐɟɖůɖ 
Űɤɜ Ŭɟɢɩɜ ɛŬɠ əŬɘ Űɖɠ Ⱥɚɚɖɜɘəɐɠ ɛŬɠ ŰŬɡŰɧŰɖŰŬɠ!

COMMUNITY NEWS  

BABYLON : DANIELõS COURAGE IN CAPTIVITY 
 

St Haralambos Vacation Church School 2017  
 

June 26ñJune 30    9 am to 12 pm  
 

Cost is $50 per child          
Register by June 12  

Register your kids to Vacation Church School so they can 
learn about the Prophet Daniel and the Three Youths from the 
Bible!  Come and learn about their great faith and courage 
which inspires us to follow God even in trying times.   
Each day includes a lesson, craft, snack, music and MORE! 
Registration also includes a t-shirt. For more information, to 
volunteer or register,  contact Presvytera Diana Lamberis at 
dlamberis@gmail.com or the office (847)647-8880.  

The Aristotle Greek School½s 8th Annual Mini Olympics was a complete success! Our youth played soccer, basketball, 
archery, long jump, ran through an obstacle course and also participated in a  bean bag toss.  We thank                
Marianna Memmos for organizing and providing the food for the bbq.   



 

 

             SAINT HARALAMBOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH  
     I N V I T E S  Y O U  T O  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                                7373 CALDWELL AVENUE, NILES, ILLINOIS  
                                    PHONE (847) 647 -8880  
 

    FRI, JULY  14 - 5 PM to 12 MIDNIGHt  

    SAT, JULY  15 - 3 PM to 12 MIDNIGHT  
    SUN, JULY 16 - 3 PM to 12 MIDNIGHT  

 

GRAND  RAFFLE! 
 

FIRST PRIZE:  a  NEW 2017 AUDI A3!    
OR    A NEW HARLEY DAVIDSON     OR      $20,000!  

 

                  SECOND PRIZE:   $ 2000          THIRD PRIZE:   $ 1000  
                  FOURTH PRIZE:   $  500           FIFTH PRIZE:   $   500  

 
 

HOME -MADE GREEK FOOD!  
Greek APPETIZERS AND ROAST LAMB!  
LOUKOUMATHES AND PASTRIES!  
FESTIVAL DANCERS AND COOKING CLASSES! 
JHCÞR BNQMDQ! 
LIVE GREEK MUSIC Ú ALL 3 NIGHTS FEATURING  
         THE RHYTHMOS  ORCHESTRA! 

 
                                       


