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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
December Schedule of Services 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 4ðSt. Barbara, St John Damascene 
  8:15 am—Orthros 
  9:30 am—Sunday School 
  9:30 am—Divine Liturgy 
 
Tuesday, Dec 6ðSt. Nicholas the Wonderworker 
   8:30 am—Orthros and Divine Liturgy 
 
Sunday, December 11 
  8:15 am—Orthros 
  9:30 am—Sunday School 
  9:30 am—Divine Liturgy 
 
Monday, Dec 12ðSt. Spyridon 
   8:30 am—Orthros and Divine Liturgy 
 
Thursday, Dec 13ðSt. Eleftherios 
   8:30 am—Orthros and Divine Liturgy 
 
Sunday, December 18ðSunday before Christmas 
  8:15 am—Orthros 
  9:30 am—Sunday School 
  9:30 am—Divine Liturgy 
Sunday School Christmas Pageant 
 
Friday, December 23 
   8:30 amðThe Royal Hours of Christmas 
 
Saturday, December 24 
  8:15 am—Orthros and Divine Liturgy 
 
Sunday, December 25ðCHRISTMAS DAY 
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
 8:30 amðOrthros 
   9:45 amðDivine Liturgy (Family Worship) 

 
Tuesday, Dec 27ðSt. Stephen the First Martyr 
   8:30 am—Orthros and Divine Liturgy 
 
 
 
OUR SISTER CHURCH OF ST. NICHOLAS in Oak 
Lawn, IL,  invites you to Great Vespers on Monday even-
ing, December 5 and Liturgy on Tuesday, Dec. 6 in honor of 
their patron St. Nicholas.  (Liturgy WILL be celebrated at St. 
Haralambos on Dec 6.) 
 

 
 

OUR SISTER COMMUNITY OF ST SPYRIDON in Palos 
Heights invites you to Great Vespers at 7:00 pm on Sunday 
evening, December 11th in honor of the Feastday of St. Spyri-
don, and to Divine Liturgy the morning of Monday, December 
12. (Liturgy WILL be celebrated at St. Haralambos on  Dec. 
12!)  

 

OUR SISTER COMMUNITY OF ST  BASIL in Chicago 
invites you to Great Vespers at 7:00 pm on Saturday evening, 
December 31st in honor of the Feastday of St. Basil, and to 
Divine Liturgy the morning of Sunday, January 1st.  (Liturgy 
WILL be celebrated at St. Haralambos on January 1st.)  

SACRAMENTS AND BLESSINGS  
MINISTRY TO PERSONS WHO ARE SICK -We urge Orthodox 
Christians who would like to receive Holy Sacraments but are unable 
to attend church (hospitalized or at home) to contact the church office 
so Holy Sacraments can be administered to them.  

If your loved one is hospitalized please call us, even if the illness is 
not serious! In a wholistic approach to healing and well-being, a 
visit from the priest can be very positive. Most hospitals do not 
inform us when they receive patients from our parish. We depend 
on you! 

BLESSINGS OF INFANTS —Forty days after birth, a child and its 
mother come to church to receive a 40 Day Blessing, imitating Christ 
who was presented in the Temple 40 days after He was born. Please 
call the church office to arrange this blessing. 

BAPTISMS—Please call the church office to schedule Baptisms. 
Plan ahead!—there are some days when Baptisms are not performed. 
Keep in mind that there should be only one Godparent and that a child 
is supposed to be given one name when he or she is baptized. 

WEDDINGS—Please arrange an appointment with Fr. Dean at least 
eight months before the proposed wedding date to allow time for all 
necessary marriage preparation.  

CONFESSION—Confessions are arranged by appointment. Please 
call the church office to schedule Confession. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES—Memorial Services are offered for the 
eternal rest of  persons who have fallen asleep in the Lord. Customari-
ly, these services are  offered at 40 days, at 6 months, at 1 year and at 
3 years. When three years have passed, the departed are more proper-
ly remembered on the Saturdays of the Souls.  
 

END OF LIFE ISSUES 
1 - The Right to a  Proper Funeral 
 It is an honor to have a church funeral. When the funeral does not 
take place at the church it indicates that someone is not in good order. 
Sometimes out of convenience, we consider omitting a church funeral 
for our loved ones, not realizing that we are depriving them of their 
right to be honored. Let us honor our parents and relatives with the 
respect they deserve! 

2 - About Cremation 
     Orthodox Christians believe that in the General Resurrection, our 
bodies and souls will be restored to each other. Cremation is the de-
liberate desecration and destruction of what God has made, and is 
viewed as the denial of the Resurrection.  
 In cases where there is intention for the body of a deceased person 
to be cremated, thus choosing to disregard our understanding of the 
Resurrection, the honor of a church funeral is not given, either in the 
church, or the funeral home or any other place.  
     Additionally, memorial services with kolyva are not allowed, since 
the connection of the ñkernel of wheatò as a sign of the Resurrection 
has been intentionally destroyed. 

 

2016  
STEWARDSHIP  

 

YOU BELONG 
HERE!     

 

2016 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 

As of November 22, 
 

657 families have committed $ 336,482.00 
 

How about you? 



 

 

HOLY TAXIARHAI AND SAINT HARALAMBOS  
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

7373 CALDWELL AVENUE, NILES, ILLINOIS  60714  
PHONE: 847/647-8880 

 

From Father Dean 
 
                                                       December 2016 

Dear Stewards and Friends, 

As the Great Feast of Christmas approaches, we invite you to take some time 
out of this busy time of the year to ponder the joy and meaning of Christôs 
Birth! 

As Orthodox Christians, we observe the 40 day period before Christmas as a 
period of preparation for Christmas by fasting and prayer, and then we happily 
celebrate the period from Christmas Day through Epiphany as holidays. This is 
an excellent discipline for all of us, and an opportunity to teach and experience 
our faith to our children. Fasting gives us a sense of preparation and anticipa-
tion for this beautiful holiday!  

But all around us, everyone is having Christmas parties before Christmas even 
comes. We should be aware, then, that this is not consistent with our Orthodox 
Christian tradition. We are going to be invited to these parties, but we certainly 
can resist certain foods and try to stay faithful to our tradition, in order to cele-
brate more fully when Christmas actually comes. Let us make every effort to 
live and preserve our Orthodox Christian faith and traditions, and teach them 
to our children!  

Our warmest congratulations go to all the ladies of the St. Haralambos 
Philoptochos for a wonderful Christmas Bazaar! They did a terrific job; the 
food was excellent and the pastries were delicious! We are very fortunate to 
have such a wonderful group of fine ladies who work so tirelessly for the good 
of our church and its mission! We also offer hearty congratulations to Jim Kar-
alekas and Angelo Demeros for their energetic leadership that made our annual 
Menôs Event a great success! 

We look forward to a wonderful Christmas Season! Our GOYA will be sing-
ing Christmas carols, we will all be invited to the Metropolis of Chicago Open 
House on December 18, our Greek schools will present their Christmas pro-
grams, the annual Christmas Pageant will be offered by our Sunday School on 
December 18, and of course, we will all be planning to receive Holy Commun-
ion during the Christmas holidays! 

It is also the time when we should make our 2017 Stewardship commitment. 
2017 is the year to ñDiscover the Light!ò You will be receiving information 
any day now and we hope that you will be conscientious and loving in your 
support for our church and our ministries! 

Before we know it, it will be 2017! Along with the ecclesiastical celebrations, 
we will have our annual Vasilopita Luncheon after church services on Sunday, 
January 8. This is one of the many beautiful and meaningful traditions that we 
should make meaningful to our children, so that they will also observe this 
custom and pass it on to their children! Please plan to join us. 

Please ñSAVE THE DATEò of Sunday, February 12 for our ANNUAL ST. 
HARALAMBOS DAY BANQUET, which will be a luncheon celebration 
for the whole family! Mark your calendar! 

ñAnd the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, full of Grace and of 
Truth. And we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only-begotten Son of the 
Father.ò (John 1: 14)  On behalf of Fr. George, Deacon John, our staff, the Par-
ish Council and all the St. Haralambos Family, we wish you a joyful and 
blessed Christmas and a Happy, Prosperous and Holy New Year! 

   
 

 

PS: Remember to vote at Parish Council elections on December 18! 
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Parish Council Officers 
Presidentééé...é...ééé..é  Perry Giannopoulos 
Vice Presidenté.................é...éé..é Nick Andrews 
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          é... Michael Pontikes and Theodoros Karabatsos 
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Finance Committee Chairman...é............. Tom Sikoral 
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School Board Chairmané.................Olympia Bournias 
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.. 
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Philoptochos President..éééé........Maria Dimitriou 
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                        é.....Anna Sikoral  and  Kathy Ioannidis 
PTA President (Preschool)é....é...Marianna Memmos  
PTA Co-Presidents (Saturday School)éé. 
                       ......Melina Papadopoulos and Irene Mohr 
Greek School Principalé.............. Mrs. Anastasia Liapi 
Saturday School DirectoréMrs. Andrianna Panayiotou 
Preschool Directoré..é...éé.........Mrs. Rita Petratos 
Sunday School Directoré.....Presvytera Georgia Botsis 
Athletic Directoréééé...é....é..é David Loomos 
Scoutmaster..éé..éééé....é..... Vasili Zimbrakos 
Asst Cubmasteré...éééé...ééé....... John Frake 
Little Angelséééé..éé...Mrs. Christine Blackaby 
YAL Presidentéé..................é.....Christina Pappadis 
GOYA Presidenté.......................... éé... Alex Anton  
Jr. Goya Advisoréé..é.é.é..ééé Father George 
Bookstore Manageré.........é......ééJolynn Ruggerio 
Web Masteré...é.....é....é....é..é.  George Houpis 
Facebookééééé..éééééé...Elizabeth Kotis 
Office Staffé.. éééééééé.. 
         Barbara Skaouris, Alexandra Grivas, Anna Sikoral 
Maintenance Staffé..Juan Caro and Carolina Contreras 

VASILOPITA! 
Sunday, January 8, 2017 
after church services. 
Plan to be with us  

to honor the tradition of the  
Cutting of the Vasilopita! 



 

 

SHUT-INS--Please inform the church office about elderly 
or ill who would like to receive Holy Communion but are 
unable to come to church, so that our priests can bring the 
Sacrament to them. 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS will take place after 
church services on Sunday, December 18! Nominations are 
being accepted until December 8! Have you ever served on 
the Parish Council?  

PHILOPTOCHOS CHRISTMAS PARTY ñThe ladies  
of our St. Haralambos Philoptochos will have their annual 
Christmas Dinner Party on Thursday evening, December 8 
at the Chateau Ritz. The reception hour will begin at 6:00 
and Dinner will be a 7:00.  Bring a friend! And donôt forget 
to make reservations! 

A SUPER THANK YOU! to all who supported the toy 
drive for the foster children under DCFS this year. Toys 
were provided for 215 children, and we are grateful to all 
who offered their kindness for this worthwhile cause! 

BLESSING OF HOMES --It is an annual custom in the 
Epiphany Season (Epiphany is Friday, January 6) to bless 
our homes with the Agiasmos of Epiphany. If you would 
like to have your home blessed by the priest, please call the 
church office (847-647-8880).  

ANNUAL VASILOPITA LUNCHEON - Our St. Har-
alambos Vasilopita Luncheon will take place on Sunday, 
January 8th in our Community Center after Church services. 
Plan on coming, and bring your entire family. The donation 
is only $10. 

METROPOLIS OF CHICAGO VASILOPITA --Our An-
nual   Metropolis Vasilopita will take place Sunday evening, 
January 8th at Ss. Peter and Paul Greek Orthodox Church in 
Glenview, and all are invited to join Metropolitan Iakovos 
and the clergy and laypeople of our Metropolis at this annual 
event. The Vasilopita benefits St. Basil Academy. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO:  
...Marianthi Goodwine and Patricia Toto on the opening of 
Evergreen Home Healthcare! Evergreen offers skilled    
nursing, home health aide services and other therapeutic ser-
vices. Visit www.eghomehealthcare.com or call 847-583-
8998 for information. We wish them success! 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

         STEWARDSHIP 2016!  
¶ What does your church mean to you? 
¶ What does your church offer to you? 
¶ What keeps the doors open to serve your needs? 
¶ How important is Baptism, Holy Communion, forgiveness 
and the many other blessings you derive from your 
church? 
¶ What gives the church the ñfuelò to power its activities 
and programs?  
A N S W E R:   Your   STEWARDSHIP!   
 
 

These are the questions we should ask when we determine 
our level of stewardship every year! Everyone should have 
a different stewardship level from everyone else, and every 
year it should change according to our means and our love!  

Our stewardship level should be an amount that reflects our 
growing love of God and our appreciation for the blessings 
and benefits we derive from our Church.  

If you have not yet made your 2016 commitments, please 
do so. There is no minimum, but true stewardship means 
heartfelt giving in proportion to our resources and income.  
You belong here! 

His Eminence  
Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago  

invites you to the annual  
Metropolis of Chicago  

Open House  
Christmas Reception  

Sunday December 18, 2016  
Beginning at 5:00 pm  
40 East Burton Street  

Chicago, Illinois  
 

All are welcome!  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  
 

Our St. Haralambos  

66th Anniversary  

Banquet Luncheon  
 will take place on  

Sunday afternoon  

February 12, 2017  
 

Letõs celebrate! 

Plan to join us!  



 

 

ɄȺɅȽ ȺȾȾȿȼɆȽȷɇȽȾɋɁ ȺɈɉɋɁ  
ȾȷȽ ɀɈɆɇȼɅȽɋɁ 

 

ȺɈɉȺɆ ɁȺɃũȺɁɁȼɇɋɁ ɇȺȾɁɋɁ--ȾɎɗŮ ɛɎɜŬ əŬɘ Űɞ 
ˊŬɘŭɑ Űɖɠ, ůŬɟɎɜŰŬ ɖɛɏɟŮɠ ɛŮŰɎ Űɖɜ ɔɏɜɜɖůɐ Űɞɡ 
ˊɟɞůɏɟɢɞɜŰŬɘ ůŰɖɜ ŮəəɚɖůɑŬ ɔɘŬ ɜŬ ɚɎɓɞɡɜ Űɖɜ ȺɡɚɞɔɑŬ 
Űɤɜ 40 ȼɛŮɟɩɜ,  əŬŰɎ ɛɑɛɖůɖɜ Űɞɡ Ƚɖůɞɨ ɉɟɘůŰɞɨ ɞ 
ɞˊɞɑɞɠ ˊŬɟɞɡůɘɎůɗɖəŮ ůŰɞɜ ȽŮɟɧɜ ɁŬɧɜ ůŬɟɎɜŰŬ ɖɛɏɟŮɠ 
ɛŮŰɎ Űɖɜ ɔɏɜɜɖůɐ Űɞɡ. ɄŬɟŬəŬɚɞɨɛŮ ŰɖɚŮűɤɜŮɑŰŮ ůŰɞ 
ɔɟŬűŮɑɞ Űɖɠ ŮəəɚɖůɑŬɠ ɔɘŬ ɜŬ əŬɜɞɜɑůŮŰŮ Űɖɜ ŮɡɚɞɔɑŬ 
ŬɡŰɐ. 

ȸȷɄɇȽɆȺȽɆðɄŬɟŬəŬɚɞɨɛŮ ɧˊɤɠ ŰɖɚŮűɤɜŮɑŰŮ ůŰɞ 
ɔɟŬűŮɑɞ Űɖɠ ŮəəɚɖůɑŬɠ ŭɘŬ ɜŬ ˊɟɞɔɟŬɛɛŬŰɑůŮŰŮ ȸŬˊŰɑůŮɘɠ. 
ɆɢŮŭɘɎůŰŮ ˊɞɚɨ ŮɜɤɟɑŰŮɟŬ!-ɈˊɎɟɢɞɡɜ ɛŮɟɘəɏɠ ɛɏɟŮɠ ˊɞɡ 
ŭŮɜ ɔɑɜɞɜŰŬɘ ɓŬˊŰɑůŮɘɠ.  

ũȷɀɃȽ-ɄŬɟŬəŬɚɞɨɛŮ ɧˊɤɠ əŬɜɞɜɑɕŮŰŮ ůɡɜɎɜŰɖůɖ ɛŮ Űɞɜ 
ˊ. ȾɤɜůŰŬɜŰɑɜɞ ŰɞɡɚɎɢɘůŰɞɜ ɞəŰɩ ɛɐɜŮɠ ˊɟɘɜ Űɖɜ 
ˊɟɞŰŮɘɜɧɛŮɜɖ ɖɛŮɟɞɛɖɜɑŬ Űɞɡ ɔɎɛɞɡ ŭɘŬ Űɘɠ ŬˊŬɘŰɞɨɛŮɜŮɠ 
ˊɟɞŮŰɞɘɛŬůɑŮɠ. 

ȺɂɃɀɃȿɃũȼɆȼ—Ƀɘ ȺɝɞɛɞɚɞɔɐůŮɘɠ əŬɜɞɜɑɕɞɜŰŬɘ 
əŬŰɧˊɘɜ ɟŬɜŰŮɓɞɨ. ȹɘŬ ɜŬ ˊɟɞɔɟŬɛɛŬŰɑůŮŰŮ 
ŮɝɞɛɞɚɞɔɐůŮɘɠ, ˊŬɟŬəŬɚɞɨɛŮ ŰɖɚŮűɤɜŮɑŰŮ ůŰɞ ɔɟŬűŮɑɞ Űɖɠ 
ŮəəɚɖůɑŬɠ. 

ɀȺɅȽɀɁȷ ȷɅɅɋɆɇɋɁ—Ƀɟɗɧŭɞɝɞɘ ɉɟɘůŰɘŬɜɞɑ ˊɞɡ ɗŬ 
ɐɗŮɚŬɜ ɜŬ ɚɎɓɞɡɜ ŰŬ ȯɔɘŬ ɀɡůŰɐɟɘŬ əŬɘ ŭŮɜ ɛˊɞɟɞɨɜ ɜŬ 
ɏɚɗɞɡɜ ůŰɖɜ ŮəəɚɖůɑŬ (ɓɟɑůəɞɜŰŬɘ Ůɘɠ ɜɞůɞəɞɛŮɑŬ ɐ 
Ŭɜɐɛˊɞɟɞɘ Ůɘɠ ŰŬ ůˊɑŰɘŬ Űɞɡɠ) ˊŬɟŬəŬɚɞɨɜŰŬɘ ɜŬ 
Ůˊɘəɞɘɜɤɜɞɨɜ ɛŮ Űɞ ɔɟŬűŮɑɞ Űɖɠ ŮəəɚɖůɑŬɠ ŭɘŬ ɜŬ 
ɛˊɞɟɏůɞɡɜ ɜŬ ɛŮŰŬɚɎɓɞɡɜ. 

ɄŬɟŬəŬɚɞɨɛŮ ɜŬ ŮˊɘəɞɘɜɤɜŮɑŰŮ ɛŮ Űɞ ɔɟŬűŮɑɞ Űɖɠ 
ŮəəɚɖůɑŬɠ ŮŬɜ əɎˊɞɘɞɠ ůɡɔɔŮɜɐɠ ůŬɠ ŮɑɜŬɘ ůŰɞ 
ɜɞůɞəɞɛŮɑɞ! ɇŬ ɜɞůɞəɞɛŮɑŬ ˊɚɏɞɜ ŭŮɜ ɛŬɠ ˊɚɖɟɞűɞɟɞɨɜ 
ɧŰŬɜ ɏɢɞɡɜ ŬɟɟɩůŰɞɡɠ Ŭˊɧ Űɖɜ ŮɜɞɟɑŬ ɛŬɠ. 

ɀɁȼɀɃɆɈɁȷ—ȺˊɘɛɜɖɛɧůɡɜŮɠ ŭŮɐůŮɘɠ ɔɑɜɞɜŰŬɘ ɔɘŬ 
Űɖɜ Ŭɘɩɜɘɞɜ ŬɜɎˊŬɡůɖ Űɤɜ ŰŮɗɜŮɩɜŰɤɜ. Ɇɡɜɐɗɤɠ, ŬɡŰɏɠ ɞɘ 
ŭŮɐůŮɘɠ ɔɑɜɞɜŰŬɘ əŬŰɎ Űɘɠ 40 ɖɛɏɟŮɠ, Űɞɡɠ 6 ɛɐɜŮɠ, Űɞɜ 1ɞɜ 
ɢɟɧɜɞ əŬɘ Űɞɜ 3ɞɜ ɢɟɧɜɞ. ȳŰŬɜ ɏɢɞɡɜ ˊŮɟɎůŮɘ ŰɟɑŬ ɢɟɧɜɘŬ, 
ŮɑɜŬɘ ˊɘɞ Ŭɟɛɧɕɞɜ ɜŬ ŮɜɗɡɛɞɨɛŮɗŬ Űɞɡɠ ŬˊɞɗŬɜɧɜŰŬɠ əŬŰɎ 
ŰŬ ɊɡɢɞůɎɓɓŬŰŬ. 

END OF LIFE ISSUES  
ȼ ŪɟɖůəŮɡŰɘəɐ ȾɖŭŮɑŬ ȺɑɜŬɘ ȹɘəŬɑɤɛŬ ɛŬɠ 
ȼ əɖŭŮɑŬ ɛɏůŬ ůŰɖɜ ȺəəɚɖůɑŬ ŮɑɜŬɘ ɛŮɔɎɚɖ Űɘɛɐ.  ȳŰŬɜ 
ɛɘŬ  əɖŭŮɑŬ ŭŮɜ ɚŬɛɓɎɜŮɘ ɢɩɟŬ ůŰɖɜ ŮəəɚɖůɑŬ, ɡˊɞŭŮɘəɜɨŮɘ 
ɧŰɘ əɎˊɞɘɞɠ ŭŮɜ ŮɑɜŬɘ ŮɜŰɎɝŮɘ ɛŮ Űɞɡɠ əŬɜɧɜŮɠ Űɖɠ 
ŮəəɚɖůɑŬɠ. ȹɡůŰɡɢɩɠ, ɛŮɟɘəɏɠ űɞɟɏɠ (ɚɧɔɤ ŮɡəɞɚɑŬɠ), 
ůəŮűŰɧɛŮɗŬ ɜŬ ˊŬɟŬɚŮɑɣɞɡɛŮ Űɖɜ ŮəəɚɖůɘŬůŰɘəɐ əɖŭŮɑŬ 
Űɤɜ ŬɔŬˊɖɛɏɜɤɜ ɛŬɠ, əɡɟɑɤɠ Űɤɜ ɖɚɘəɘɤɛɏɜɤɜ, ɢɤɟɑɠ ɜŬ 
əŬŰŬɚŬɓŬɑɜɞɡɛŮ ɧŰɘ Űɞɡɠ ůŰŮɟɞɨɛŮ Űɖɜ Ŭˊɞɜɞɛɐ Űɖɠ Űɘɛɐɠ 
ˊɞɡ Űɞɡɠ ŬɟɛɧɕŮɘ. ȷɠ ŰɘɛɐůɞɡɛŮ Űɞɡɠ ɔɞɜŮɑɠ əŬɘ Űɞɡɠ 
ůɡɔɔŮɜŮɑɠ ɛŬɠ ɛŮ Űɞɜ ůŮɓŬůɛɧ ˊɞɡ Űɞɡɠ ŬɟɛɧɕŮɘ!  

ȷˊɞŰɏűɟɤůɘɠ ɁŮəɟɞɨ 
Ƀɘ Ƀɟɗɧŭɞɝɞɘ ɉɟɘůŰɘŬɜɞɑ ˊɘůŰŮɨɞɡɛŮ ɧŰɘ, ůŰɖɜ ũŮɜɘəɐ 
ȷɜɎůŰŬůɖ, ŰŬ ůɩɛŬŰɎ ɛŬɠ əŬɘ ɞɘ ɣɡɢɏɠ ɛŬɠ ɗŬ ɔɑɜɞɡɜ ɏɜŬ. 
ȼ əŬɨůɘɠ (ŬˊɞŰɏűɟɤůɘɠ) Űɞɡ ɜŮəɟɞɨ ŮɑɜŬɘ ɛɑŬ ŮůəŮɛɛɏɜɖ 
ɓŮɓɐɚɤůɖ əŬɘ əŬŰŬůŰɟɞűɐ Űɞɡ ůɩɛŬŰɞɠ, ˊɞɡ ɗŮɤɟŮɑŰŬɘ ɤɠ 
Ɏɟɜɖůɖ Űɖɠ ȷɜŬůŰɎůŮɤɠ. 

ɆŮ ˊŮɟɘˊŰɩůŮɘɠ ɧˊɞɡ ɡˊɎɟɢŮɘ ˊɟɧɗŮůɘɠ ŬˊɞŰɏűɟɤůɖɠ Űɞɡ 
ŬˊɞɗŬɜɧɜŰɞɠ, ŬˊɞűŬůɑɕɞɜŰŬɠ əŬŰɎ ŬɡŰɧɜ Űɞɜ Űɟɧˊɞ ɜŬ 
ˊŬɟŬɓɚɏɣɞɡɛŮ Űɖɜ ůɖɛŬůɑŬ Űɖɠ ȷɜŬůŰɎůŮɤɠ, ŭŮɜ 
ŬˊɞŭɑŭŮŰŬɘ Űɘɛɐ Űɖɠ ŮəəɚɖůɘŬůŰɘəɐɠ əɖŭŮɑŬɠ ŮɑŰŮ ůŰɖɜ 
ŮəəɚɖůɑŬ ŮɑŰŮ ůŰɞ  ɜŮəɟɞˊɞɛˊŮɑɞ ɐ ůŮ ɞˊɞɘɞŭɐˊɞŰŮ Ɏɚɚɞ 
ɛɏɟɞɠ. 

ȺˊɘˊɟɞůɗɏŰɤɠ, ŮˊɘɛɜɖɛɧůɡɜŮɠ ŭŮɐůŮɘɠ ɛŮ əɧɚɡɓŬ ŭŮɜ 
ŮˊɘŰɟɏˊɞɜŰŬɘ, Ŭűɞɨ ɞ ůɨɜŭŮůɛɞɠ «Űɞɡ ˊɡɟɐɜŬ Űɞɡ ůɑŰɞɡ» 
ɤɠ ůɨɛɓɞɚɞ Űɖɠ ŬɜɎůŰŬůɖɠ ɏɢŮɘ ŮůəŮɛɛɏɜŬ əŬŰŬůŰɟŬűŮɑ.  

STEWARDSHIP  2016ðȺɢŮŰŮ ŬəɧɛŬ ɔɑɜŮɘ Steward ŭɘŬ Űɞ 2016; 
ɄɏɟŬůŬɜ əɘɧɚŬɠ ɞɘ ˊɟɩŰɞɘ ɏɜŭŮəŬ ɛɐɜŮɠ Űɞɡ ɏŰɞɡɠ, əŬɘ ɏɟɢŮŰŬɘ ɞ 
əŬɘɟɧɠ ɜŬ ˊɟɞɔɟŬɛɛŬŰɑɕɞɡɛŮ Űɞɜ ˊɟɞɦˊɞɚɞɔɘůɛɧ ɛŬɠ ŭɘŬ Űɞ 2017!  

ȼ ůɡɛɛŮŰɞɢɐ ůŬɠ ůŰɞ Stewardship ˊŬɑɕŮɘ ůˊɞɡŭŬɑɞ ɟɧɚɞ, əŬɗɧůɞɜ Ŭˊɧ 
ŬɡŰɧ ŮɝŬɟŰɎŰŬɘ ɖ ŮˊɘŰɡɢɐɠ ɨˊŬɟɝɖ Űɖɠ ŮəəɚɖůɑŬɠ ɛŬɠ. ȺɑɜŬɘ ɖ 
ɛŮɔŬɚɨŰŮɟɖ ˊɖɔɐ ŮɘůɞŭɐɛŬŰɞɠ ŭɘŬ Űɖɜ ɞɘəɞɜɞɛɘəɐ ɛŬɠ ɡˊɞůŰɐɟɘɝɖ! 
ȾŬɚɧ Stewardship ůɖɛŬɑɜŮɘ ŬɜŬɚɞɔɘəɐ ˊɟɞůűɞɟɎ, ŭɖɚŬŭɐ ˊɟɞůűɞɟɎ 
ŬɜɎɚɞɔŬ ɛŮ ŰŬ ŮɘůɞŭɐɛŬŰɎ ɛŬɠ.  

     ũɜɤɟɑɕŮŰŮ ɧŰɘ Űɞ Big Greek Food Fest Ŭˊɚɩɠ ɛŬɠ ɏɓɔŬɚŮ Ŭˊɧ Űɞ 
«əɧəəɘɜɞ;» ɄŬɟɧŰɘ ɡˊɎɟɢŮɘ əɧůɛɞɠ ˊɞɡ ˊɘůŰŮɨŮɘ ɧŰɘ ɖ ŮəəɚɖůɑŬ ɛŬɠ 
ɏɢŮɘ ́ ɚɖɗɩɟŬ ɢɟɖɛɎŰɤɜ, ŬɔɤɜɘɕɧɛŮɗŬ əŬɘ ɛŮ ɛŮɔɎɚɖ ˊɟɞůˊɎɗŮɘŬ 
əŬŰŬűɏɟɜɞɡɛŮ ɜŬ ŬɜŰŬˊŬɝɏɚɗɞɡɛŮ ůŰɘɠ ɡˊɞɢɟŮɩůŮɘɠ ɛŬɠ. 

          ȷɡŰɧ ŮɝɖɔŮɑ ɔɘŬŰɑ Űɞ Stewardship ɛŬɠ ɏɢŮɘ Űɧůɞ ˊɞɚɚɐ 
ůɖɛŬůɑŬ əɎɗŮ ɢɟɧɜɞ! ȺɑɛŮɗŬ ŮɡɔɜɩɛɞɜŮɠ ˊɞɡ ɡˊɞůŰɖɟɑɕŮŰŮ Űɖɜ 
ŮəəɚɖůɑŬ ɛŬɠ əŬɘ Űɘɠ ɘŮɟŬŰɘəɏɠ ɚŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŮɠ Űɖɠ əŬɘ ŮəŰɘɛɎɛŮ ɧɚɤɠ 
ɘŭɘŬɘŰɏɟɤɠ Űɞɡɠ stewards ˊɞɡ ŬɨɝɖůŬɜ Űɞ ŮˊɑˊŮŭɞ ˊɟɞůűɞɟɎɠ Űɤɜ Űɖɜ 
ɢɟɞɜɘɎ ŬɡŰɐ.  

ȺɆɋȾȿȺȽɆɇȷ ȷɇɃɀȷ-ɄŬɟŬəŬɚɞɨɛŮ ɧˊɤɠ ˊɚɖɟɞűɞɟŮɑŰŮ Űɞ 
ɔɟŬűŮɑɞ Űɖɠ ŮəəɚɖůɑŬɠ ŭɘŬ Űɞɡɠ ɖɚɘəɘɤɛɏɜɞɡɠ ɐ ŬɟɟɩůŰɞɡɠ ˊɞɡ 
ɗɏɚɞɡɜ ɜŬ ɚɎɓɞɡɜ Űɖɜ ŪŮɑŬɜ ȾɞɘɜɤɜɑŬɜ əŬɘ ŭŮɜ ŭɨɜŬɜŰŬɘ ɜŬ ɏɚɗɞɡɜ 
ůŰɖɜ ŮəəɚɖůɑŬ, ɞɨŰɤɠ ɩůŰŮ ɞɘ ɘŮɟŮɑɠ ɜŬ ˊɟɞɔɟŬɛɛŬŰɑůɞɡɜ ɜŬ Űɞɡɠ 
ˊɟɞůűɏɟɞɡɜ Űɖɜ ŪŮɑŬɜ ȾɞɘɜɤɜɑŬɜ ɧˊɞɡ ŭɘŬɛɏɜɞɡɜ. 

ȺɁȷ ɀȺũȷȿɃ ȺɈɉȷɅȽɆɇɋ  Ůɘɠ ɧɚɞɡɠ ɧůɞɡɠ ůɡɛɛŮŰŮɑɢŬɜ əŬɘ 
ŮűɏŰɞɠ ůŰɖɜ ŬɔɞɟɎ ŭɩɟɤɜ ŭɘŬ ŰŬ ˊŬɘŭɘɎ Űɞɡ DCFS. ɄɟɞɛɖɗŮɨůŬɛŮ 
215 ˊŬɘŭɘɎ ɛŮ ŭɩɟŬ əŬɘ ŮɑɛŮɗŬ ŮɡɔɜɩɛɞɜŮɠ ůŮ ɧɚɞɡɠ ˊɞɡ ŮɑɢŬɜ Űɖɜ 
əŬɚɞůɨɜɖ ɜŬ ůɡɛɓɎɚɞɡɜ ůŰɖɜ ŮˊɑŰŮɡɝɖ ŬɡŰɞɨ Űɞɡ Ŭɝɘɧɚɞɔɞɡ 
ůəɞˊɞɨ. 

ȷũIȷɆɀɃɆ ɆɄIɇIɋɁðɇo ɏɗɘɛo əŬɚŮɑ vŬ ŬɔɘɎɕoɡɛŮ ŰŬ ůˊɑŰɘŬ 
ɛŬɠ əŬŰɎ Űɖv Ůóɢɐ Űɤv ŪŮoűŬvŮɑɤv (ȼɛɏɟŬ Űɤɜ ŪŮɞűŬɜŮɑɤɜ 
ŮɑɜŬɘ ɖ ɄŬɟŬůəŮɡɐ 6 ȽŬɜɞɡŬɟɑɞɡ). ȺŬɜ ɗɏɚŮŰŮ ɞ ɘŮɟɏŬɠ ɜŬ ɏɚɗŮɘ 
ůˊɑŰɘ ůŬɠ ɔɘŬ ŬɔɘŬůɛɧ ˊŬɟŬəŬɚoɨɛŮ ɧˊɤɠ ŰɖɚŮűɤvŮɑŰŮ ůŰo ɔɟŬűŮɑo 
Űɖɠ ŮəəɚɖůɑŬɠ (847/647-8880) . 

ȺɃɅɇȷɆɀɃɆ ɇȼɆ ȸȷɆIȿɃɄIɇȷɆ ð ȼ ŮəəɚɖůɑŬ ɛŬɠ ɗŬ 
ŮoɟŰɎůŮɘ Űɖv ȸŬůɘɚɧˊɘŰŬ Ůɘɠ Űɘɠ 8 ȽŬvoɡŬɟɑoɡ ɛŮ ɔŮɨɛŬ Űo óoɑo ɗŬ 
ˊɟoŮŰoɘɛŬůɗŮɑ Ŭˊɧ Űɖv ūɘɚɧˊŰɤɢo ɛŮŰɎ Űɖɜ ŪŮɑŬ ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬ ůŰɖɜ 
ȾɞɘɜɞŰɘəɐ ɛŬɠ ȷɑɗɞɡůŬ. ɆŬɠ ˊŮɟɘɛɏɜɞɡɛŮ ɛŮ Űɖɜ ɞɘəɞɔɏɜŮɘɎ ůŬɠ. ȼ 
ŭɤɟŮɎ ŮɑɜŬɘ ɛɧɜɞɜ $10.  

ȺɇȼɆȽȷ ȸȷɆȽȿɃɄȽɇȷ ɇȼɆ ɀȼɇɅɃɄɃȿȼɆ - ȼ ŮŰɐůɘŬ 
ȸŬůɘɚɧˊɘŰŬ Űɖɠ ɀɖŰɟɧˊɞɚɖɠ ɗŬ ɚɎɓŮɘ ɢɩɟŬ Űɖɜ ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ, 8 
ȽŬɜɞɡŬɟɑɞɡ ůŰɞɡɠ ȷɔɑɞɡɠ ɄɏŰɟɞɡ əŬɘ ɄŬɨɚɞɡ Ůɘɠ Glenview, əŬɘ 
ˊɟɞůəŬɚɞɨɜŰŬɘ ɧɚɞɘ ɜŬ ůɡɜŮɞɟŰɎůɞɡɛŮ ɛŮ Űɞɜ ɆŮɓŬůɛɘɩŰŬŰɞ 
ɀɖŰɟɞˊɞɚɑŰɖ ɛŬɠ ə. ə. ȽɎəɤɓɞ ŬɡŰɧ Űɞ ůˊɞɡŭŬɑɞ ɔŮɔɞɜɧɠ. ɇŬ 
ɏůoŭŬ ɗŬ ŭɘŬŰŮɗoɨv ŭɘŬ Űɖv ȷəŬŭɖɛɑŬv Űoɡ ȷɔ. ȸŬůɘɚŮɑoɡ. 

ȺȾȿɃũȺɆ ȹIɃIȾȼɇIȾɃɈ ɆɈɀȸɃɈȿIɃɈ—ɇɖv ȾɡɟɘŬəɐv 18 
ȹŮəŮɛɓɟɑoɡ, ɛŮŰɎ Űɖv ŪŮɑŬ ȿŮɘŰoɡɟɔɑŬ, ɗŬ ɔɑvoɡv oɘ Ůəɚoɔɏɠ Űoɡ 
ȹɘoɘəɖŰɘəoɨ Ɇɡɛɓoɡɚɑoɡ. ȺɚɎŰŮ ŬɡŰɐ Űɖɜ ɖɛɏɟŬ ɜŬ ɣɖűɑůŮŰŮ! 

 

ȺɁɃɅȽȷȾȺɆ  ȷɁȷȾɃȽɁɋɆȺȽɆ 



 

 

Schedule Of Holiday Services- 
CHRISTMAS and EPIPHANY 

 
Friday morning, December 23 
       8:30 am – Royal Hours 
 
 

Saturday morning, December 24 
     8:15 am—Orthros 
     9:30 am—Divine Liturgy 

 

Sunday, December 25 ï  

    THE BIRTH IN THE FLESH  
    OF OUR LORD AND GOD  
    AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST 
            Family Worship Sunday 
     8:30 am – Orthros 
     9:45 am – Divine Liturgy 
 

 *Note: There is no fasting from Dec 25 through Jan. 4 
   
 
 
 
 

 Tuesday, December 27 - St. Stephen the First Martyr 
     8:30 am – Orthros 
     9:45 am – Divine Liturgy 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!  

Sunday, January 1, 2017 – 
–Feastday of St. Basil the Great 
     8:30 am – Orthros  
     9:45 am— Divine Liturgy (Family Worship) 
 
 

Thursday, January  5 – Eve of Epiphany 
(Day of Fasting) 

     8:30 am – Royal Hours of Epiphany 
     9:45 am—Divine Liturgy, 

          The Great Blessing of the Waters 
 

Friday, January 6  
ïTHE GREAT FEAST OF THEOPHANY 
     8:30 am – Orthros and Divine Liturgy,   
    followed by The Great Blessing of the Waters 
 

 

 
 

THIS YEARôS VASILOPITA LUNCHEON  
WILL TAKE PLACE  

ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 8,            
FOLLOWING THE DIVINE LITURGY. 

Ǳǲǰůǲǥǭǭǥ ǪǧǲÝǮ ǥǫǰǬǰǵŰǪÝǮ 

ǶǲǪǳǴǰǵůǧǮǮÝǮ / ŰǧǰűǥǮǧǪÝǮ 
 

ɄŬɟŬůəŮɡɐ ˊɟɤɑ, 23 ȹŮəŮɛɓɟɑɞɡ  
     8:30 ˊɛ – ȸŬůɘɚɘəɏɠ ɟŮɠ Ű ɜ ɉɟɘůŰɞɡɔɏɜɜɤɜ 
      
 

ɆɎɓɓŬŰɞ ˊɟɤɑ, 24 ȹŮəŮɛɓɟɑɞɡ 
     8:15 ˊɛ— ɟɗɟɞɠ 
     9:30 ˊɛ  -  ŪŮɑŬ ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬ 
 

ɄŬɟŬůəŮɡɐ,  25 ȹŮəŮɛɓɟɑɞɡ 

ǧ Ǫǡǳǡ ǲǡǱǪǡ ǣǥǭǭǧǲǩǲ  

ǳǯǴ ǪǴǱǩǯǴ Ǫǡǩ ǨǥǯǴ  

Ǫǡǩ ǲǸǳǧǱǯǲ ǧǬǸǭ ǩǧǲǯǴ ǶǱǩǲǳǯǴ 
     8:30 ˊɛ – ɟɗɟɞɠ 
     9.45 ́ ɛ – ŪŮɑŬ ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬ  
 

Ɇȼɀ: ȷˊɧ Űɐɜ 25ɖɜ ȹŮə. ɛɏɢɟɘ Űɐɜ 4ɖɜ ȽŬɜ. ŭɏɜ  
ɜɖůŰŮɨɞɡɛŮ. 
 

 

ɇɟɑŰɖ, 27 ȹŮəŮɛ- ɔ. ɆŰŮűɎɜɞɡ ɄɟɤŰɞɛɎɟŰɡɟɞɠ  
     8:30 ˊɛ  -  ɟɗɟɞɠ    
     9:45 ˊɛ  -  ŪŮɑŬ ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬ  
 

ǥǴǳǴǶǥǲ ǳǯ ǭǥǯ ǥǳǯǲ! 
ȾɡɟɘŬə , 1 ŬɜɞɡŬɟɑɞɡ 2017 – ɔ. ȸŬůɘɚŮɑɞɡ Űɞ  
ɀŮɔɎɚɞɡ, ɟɢɘŮˊɘůəɧˊɞɡ ȾŬɘůŬɟŮɑŬɠ 
     8:30 ˊɛ – ɟɗɟɞɠ  
     9:45 ˊɛ - ŪŮɑŬ ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬ 
  

ɄɏɛˊŰɖ, 5 ŬɜɞɡŬɟɑɞɡ 
            (ȼɛɏɟŬ ɜɖůŰŮɑŬɠ) 
    8:30 ˊɛ  -  Ƀ  ȸŬůɘɚɘəɏɠ ȵɟŮɠ Ű ɜ ŪŮɞűŬɜŮɑɤɜ 
    9:45 ˊɛ  - ŪŮɑŬ ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬ 
                  ɇŮɚŮŰɐ Űɞ  ɀŮɔ. ɔɘŬůɛɞɨ 
 
 

ɄŬɟŬůəŮɡ , 6 ŬɜɞɡŬɟɑɞɡ 
 -ɇȷ ȷũȽȷ ŪȺɃūȷɁȺȽȷ 
     8:30 ˊɛ – ɟɗɟɞɠ əŬɑ ŪŮɑŬ ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬ,  
      ɇŮɚŮŰɐ Űɞ  ɀŮɔ. ɔɘŬůɛɞɨ 
 

 
 

ȺūȺɇɃɆ, Ūȷ ȺɃɅɇȯɆɃɈɀȺ ɇȼɁ 
ȸȷɆȽȿɃɄȽɇȷ  ɆɇȼɁ ȾɃȽɁɃɇȽȾȼ ɀȷɆ 
ȷȽŪɃɈɆȷ ɇȼɁ ȾɈɅȽȷȾȼ, 8 ȽȷɁɃɈȷɅȽɃɈ,  

ɀȺɇȷ ɇȼɁ ŪȺȽȷ ȿȺȽɇɃɈɅũȽȷ . 

 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP  
ͅϘѕϧϘɯдϗϬϟϘϠȮɯϣϜϦϧϢЮȮɯɯϣϢѕɯЏϖϘϠϠЕϛϚɯϢɯ͗ϤϜϦϧрϥȵ 

"ÖÔÌɯÓÌÛɯÜÚɯÚÌÌɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÞÈÚɯÉÖÙÕȵ 

 

CHRIST IS BORN!      ɉɅȽɆɇɃɆ ũȺɁɁȷɇȷȽ! 



 

 

ñThe greatest gift I ever received,ò said a successful young 
attorney, ñwas a gift I got one Christmas.  My dad gave me a 
small box, and in it was a note saying, óSon, this year I will 
give you 365 hours, one hour every day after dinner.  Itôs 
yours.  Weôll talk about what you want to talk about; weôll 
go where you want to go, play what you want to play.  It will 
be your time.ôò 

ñMy father kept his promise, and every year he renewed it—
and it is still the greatest gift I ever received in my life.  I am 
a result of his time.ò1 

The most personal, most appreciated and most unique gift 
that you can offer is the gift of time.  Your time.  Time is the 
most precious gift because it is the only gift that you can 
never receive back.  Even our lives, which one day we will 
lose here on earth, will be given back to us at the second 
coming of Christ.  But the way we choose to spend our time 
here on earth will never be given back to us.  This is why the 
gift of time is so precious.   

Let us reflect on one of the beloved songs of the Orthodox 
Nativity season sung at vespers on Christmas Eve.  

What shall we offer You, O Christ, Who for our sake    

has appeared on the earth as a man? Every creature 

which You have made offers You thanks.  

The angels offer You a song; The heavens, their star;  

The wise men, their gifts; The shepherds, their wonder; 

The earth, its cave; The wilderness, the manger;  

And we offer You a Virgin Mother.  

O Pre-eternal God, have mercy on us! 2                       

As we read this hymn, we contemplate the beauty and coop-
eration of all creation in the coming of the Lord.  All of crea-
tion participates in the saving sanctification which He will 
bring through His birth; all of creation makes time for Christ.  
The angels offer their time and gifts through praise and song; 
the star offers its shining presence to guide all to the manger; 
the wise men offer their time to travel and greet the Lord 
offering Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh; the earth 
and the manger offer themselves to provide hospitality and 
receive the Christ child.  And our gift is humanity—the Vir-
gin Mary—who offers her time to prepare herself from the 
age of three years old in the temple to become the living and 
holy vessel that would bear Christ.  

I remember hearing Father Byron Papanikolaou, of blessed 
memory, asking the students of Koreas, ñIf you had $168 
and a homeless person asked you for two dollars, would you 
give it to them?ò  All of the children responded and said, 
ñYes, of course!ò  Father Byron replied and said, ñGod gives 
us 168 hours each week.  Will you give God two or three 
hours of your time each week?ò  The kids responded, ñYes, 
Father, we can do that!ò  Worship on Sunday morning is al-
most a two hour commitment, but imagine if each of the al-
most 700 families of our parish dedicated one additional 

hour per week to the church! In fifty-two weeks, 36,400 
hours of TIME could be offered per year to our church! Im-
agine the possibilities! Imagine the people we could help —
the homeless, the sick, the suffering, not only in our commu-
nity, but in the greater community of the Chicagoland area 
and the Orthodox Christian efforts around the world!  

Are you a doctor or nutritionist? Perhaps you could offer 
your time to educate parishioners about specific health mat-
ters. Are you a psychologist? Perhaps you could offer your 
time to help people in our community with who are strug-
gling.  Do you own a grocery store? Perhaps you can offer 
food for our food pantry and other opportunities where we 
feed the poor.  Are you a teacher? Perhaps you can use this 
great gift to offer your time to a youth or adult ministry or to 
educate others about our faith.  Do you enjoy cooking or 
baking? Are you artistic? Do you enjoy sports? Dance? Mu-
sic? Are you gifted in the area of computers? Web site de-
sign?   

As all of creation offers itself and specifically its time for the 
reception of our Savior, we are called to ask ourselves ñHow 
can I also offer myself to the Lord? I am convinced that eve-
ry parishioner in our community has a gift or talent they can 
offer the Church for the glory of God.ò   What is your talent? 
There are many who say, ñI donôt have a gift to offer the 
church.ò My response to this is: come offer your time and 
you may discover God-given talents that you never knew 
you had. Christmas is the perfect time to celebrate the many 
blessings that God has given us.  Let us offer ourselves 
through our most precious gift -- our time -- to the Lord so 
the church can truly become Heaven on earth to a world that 
is thirsting for true faith, true love and a true Christ to be 
born within the manger of all hearts.  

—————————————— 
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What Shall We Offer You, O Christ? 
By Father George 



 

 

            PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

The Parish Council held its monthly meeting on the evening of Oc-
tober 19, under the chairmanship of its resident, Perry Giannopou-
los. 

The Council discussed the correspondence, which included: 

An announcement of the 2017 parish commitment for the St. 
Iakovos Retreat Center 

¶ Announcements of the Fight for Cancer Walk-a-Thon on Oct 23,  

¶ Greek American Nursing Home Hellenic Legacy Gala on Nov 
18, 

¶ St Andrews 90th Anniversary  celebration, and  

¶ a request for financial support for Doctors without Borders 

The Financial Report for August was discussed and approved. 

There were several Committee Reports: 

The 2017 Operating Budget is being prepared. 

The Phase Three Committee is working intensely to keep the cost 
of the new construction low. There was discussion about construct-
ing in phases so that at least part of the project could get started. 
The Council also discussed ways to raise awareness that funds are 
needed to start the construction; those who want to wait and see 
construction before giving actually delay the project. 

The Tailgate Party was fun, although modestly attended. It raised 
$980. 

 

The Golf Outing had 75 golfers participating and raised about 
$16,000 for our church. Thanks were expressed to the chairpersons 
Rick Kozlowski and Angelo Demeros. 

2017 Stewardship Campaign—Fr. George would like to get more 
people involved  and is forming a committee to develop the 2017 
Stewardship Program. 

The Menôs Event will be on November 23. 

St Haralambos 62nd Anniversary will be a luncheon event on Feb-
ruary 12, 2017. Everyone was asked to mark their calendars. 

Building and Grounds-It was reported that the insurance claims 
have been filed for the garage that burned. There is a policy cap of 
$25,000 for the contents, and the cost of replacing the contents will 
exceed that amount. 

The annual Metropolitan Iakovos Nameday Banquet will take place 
on Oct 27. 

A General Assembly was scheduled for the Board of Elections on 
October 23. 

Another General Assembly was set for Dec 4 to discuss and      
approve the 2017 Budget. 

Priestsô offices were carpeted and painted. There are still issues 
with water leaks in the offices and in some classrooms. 

Fr George reported on a film called ñScreenagers,ò which gave 
alarming statistics about the amount of time is spent on electronic 
devices and screens. 



 

 

A  CHRISTMAS  LIST  FROM  JESUS  

(If Jesus were to write you a letter, it might look like this:) 

If you want to give me a present in remembrance of my birth, 
here is my wish list. Choose something from it: 

1. Instead of complaining and writing letters objecting to the 
way my birthday is being celebrated, write letters of love 
and hope to soldiers away from home. They are terribly 
afraid and lonely this time of year. I know, because they 
tell me all the time. 

2. Visit someone in a nursing home. You donõt have to 
know them personally. They just need to know that 
someone cares about them. 

3. Instead of giving your children a lot of gifts you canõt af-
ford and they donõt need, spend time with them. Tell 
them the story of my birth, and why I came to live with 
you down here. Hold them in your arms and remind them 
that I love them. 

4. Pick someone that has hurt you in the past and forgive 
him or her. 

5. Did you know that someone in your town will attempt to 
take their own life this season because they feel alone and 
hopeless? Since you donõt know who that person is, try 
giving everyone you meet a warm smile; it could make the 
difference. 

6. Instead of nitpicking about what the retailer in your town 
calls the holiday, be patient with the people who work 
there. Give them a warm smile and a kind word. Even if 
they arenõt allowed to wish you a òMerry Christmas,ó that 
doesn't keep you from wishing them one. Then STOP 

shopping there on Sunday. If the store didnõt make so 
much money on that day theyõd close and let their em-
ployees spend the day at home with their families. 

7. If you really want to make a difference, support a mis-
sionaryñespecially one who takes my love and Good 
News to those who have never heard my name. 

8. Hereõs a good one. There are individuals and whole fami-
lies in your town who not only will have no òChristmasó 
tree, but neither will they have any presents to give or 
receive. If you donõt know them, buy some food and few 
gifts and give them to the Salvation Army or some other 
charity which believes in Me and they will make the deliv-
ery for you. 

9. If  you want to make a statement about your belief and       
loyalty to Me, then behave like a Christian. Donõt do 
things in secret that you wouldnõt do in the open. Let 
people know by your actions that you are one of mine. 

10. Finally, examine and cleanse yourself. Come to Confes-
sion. 

 

 If you love me, follow my commandments. Let others know 
that you are my follower by loving one another. Love your 
neighbor as yourself. Love your enemies and do good to 
them.  

And do have a most blessed Christmas with all those whom 
you love! 

                                        Jesus  

(borrowed from the bulletin of the Descent of  
the Holy Ghost Romanian Orthodox Church, Merrillville, IN)  

 

The Panhellenic Scholarship Foundationôs 2016-17 
scholarship application is now available! Twenty 
Awards of $10,000 each will be given based on 
scholarship achievement and financial need, and 
twenty Awards of $2,500 each will be awarded sole-
ly on academic achievement. Two of the $10,000 
scholarships are awarded specifically to students 
studying music or the arts. 
 
The Foundation will accept applications from eligi-
ble college students through January 31, 2017. To 
be eligible, applicants must be: US Citizens or per-
manent residents, of Hellenic descent, a full-time 
student at an accredited 4-year university in Fall of 
2016, and have a minimum 3.5 cumulative GPA. 
 
The scholarship application and qualifications cri-
teria, requirements and guidelines are available on 
the  website panhellenicscholarships.org/apply.php 

http://panhellenicscholarships.org/index.php


 

 

December 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm—Scouts 
 
7:30-Bible Study 

2 
 
 
 
 
4:30 pm— 
Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 
(no classes) 

3 
9:00 am-Saturday  
     Greek School 
 

1:00 pm—Annual 
Christmas 
Family Retreat   

 

4  
ST  BARBARA 
 8:15 am—Orthros 
 9:30 am—Sunday  
                 School 
 9:30 am—Divine  
                Liturgy 
 

 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:40pm— 
    Sr GOYA  
     Lazer Tag 

6  St. Nicholas 

    8:30-Orthros 
      and Liturgy  
 

11:30 am—Little 
Angels Playgroup 
 
4:30 pm—Greek  
            School 
5:45 pm-PTA mtg 

  

7 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm—
Philoptochos  mtg 

8 

 
 
 
6:00pm— Annual 
Philoptochos 
Christmas Party 

 
7:30-Bible Study 

9 
 
 
 
4:30 pm—Greek  
            School 

10  9:00 am—

Saturday Greek 
School 

11 
 8:15 am—Orthros 
 9:30 am—Sunday  
                 School 
 9:30 am—Divine  
                Liturgy 
 

GENERAL  
ASSEMBLY 

12 
St. Spyridon 
    8:30-Orthros 
      and Liturgy  
  
 

6:30 pm-Jr GOYA 

13 
11:30 am—Little 
Angels Playgroup 
 
4:30 pm—Greek  
            School 
 

7:30 pm—Parish  
    Council Mtg 

14 15 
St Eleftherios 
    8:30-Orthros 
      and Liturgy 
 
 
7:30-Bible Study 
   

16 
 
 
 
 
4:30 pm—Greek  
            School 

17  9:00 am—

Saturday Greek 
School 
 
10 am-Parish 
Council Seminar 
 
Sr  GOYA  
Xmas Caroling 
 
 

18 
 8:15 am—Orthros 
 9:30 am—Sunday  
                 School 
 9:30 am—Divine  
                Liturgy 
 

CHRISTMAS 
PAGEANT 
 
ELECTIONS 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:30 pm—Family 
 Night Bowling 
 
 

20 
11:30 am—Little 
Angels Playgroup 
 
 
 
4:30 pm—Greek  
            School 
6:00 pm-Xmas  
        Program 

21 
 
 
 
Jr GOYA  
   Xmas Caroling 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
9 am-ROYAL 
HOURS 
 

10:00 a-Preschool  
Christmas  
Program 

 

4:30 pm—Greek  
            School 
(no dance class) 
 

24 
CHRISTMAS 
EVE 

MORNING: 
8:15 am-Orthros 
 and  Liturgy 

25 
CHRISTMAS  

DAY 
8:30ð Orthros 
and Liturgy 

 
Family  
Worship 

 

26 27 
St  Stephen the 
First Martyr 

    8:30-Orthros 
      and Liturgy 

28 
 
 
 
Community 
Ice Skating 
Party 

29 30 31 



 

 

 

HOLY TAXIARHAI AND SAINT HARALAMBOS 
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
7373 CALDWELL AVENUE 
NILES, IL   60714-4503 
 

Address Service Requested 
 

On behalf of the Parish Council,  
our parish organizations and the entire  

St. Haralambos Family,  
we wish you  

a blessed and joyful Christmas,  
and a wonderful, prosperous  

and Holy New Year! 


