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“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” (Proverbs 29:18) 

PENTECOST 

The Holy Spirit that Christ had promised to his dis-

ciples came on the day of Pentecost (Jn 14.26, 

15.26; Lk 24.49; Acts 1.5). The apostles received 

“the power from on high,” and they began to preach 

and bear witness to Jesus as the risen Christ, the 

King and the Lord. This moment has traditionally 

been called the birthday of the Church.�

In the liturgical services of the feast of Pentecost, 

the coming of the Holy Spirit is celebrated together 

with the full revelation of the divine Trinity: Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. The fullness of the Godhead is 

manifested with the Spirit’s coming to man, and the 

Church hymns celebrate this manifestation as the 

final act of God’s self�disclosure and self�donation 

to the world of His creation. For this reason Pente-

cost Sunday is also called Trinity Day in the Ortho-

dox tradition. Often on this day the icon of the Holy 

Trinity�particularly that of the three angelic figures 

who appeared to Abraham, the forefather of the 

Christian faith�is placed in the narthex. This icon 

is used with the traditional pentecostal icon which 

shows the tongues of fire        hovering over Mary 

and the Twelve Apostles, the original prototype of 

the Church, who are themselves sitting in unity sur-

rounding a symbolic image of “cosmos,” the world.�

Thus, Pentecost is called an apocalyptic day, which 

means the day of final revelation. It is also called an 

eschatological day, which means the day of the final 

and perfect end (in Greek eschaton means the end). 

For when the Messiah comes and the Lord’s Day is 

at hand, the “last days” are inaugurated in which “God de-

clares: . . . I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.”; This is 

the ancient prophecy to which the Apostle Peter refers in 

the first sermon of the Christian Church which was �

preached on the first Sunday of Pentecost (Acts 2: 1 7; Joel 

2: 28�32).�

Once again it must be noted that the feast of Pentecost is �

� �                  (Continued on back cover)�
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

June�July 2020�

�

�

Saturday, June 6�Saturday of the Souls�

    8:30 am�Orthros and Divine Liturgy�

�

Sunday, June 7�SUNDAY OF PENTECOST�

� 8:15 am�Orthros�

� �9:30 am�Divine Liturgy�

�

�

Monday, June 8�Holy Trinity�

    8:30 am�Orthros and Divine Liturgy�

�

Thursday, June 11�

Nameday of His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael�

�

Sunday, June 14�SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS�

� 8:15 am�Orthros�

� �9:30 am�Divine Liturgy�

�

Sunday, June 21�

� 8:15 am�Orthros�

� �9:30 am�Divine Liturgy�

�

Sunday, June 28�

� 8:15 am�Orthros�

� �9:30 am�Divine Liturgy�

�

�

Tuesday, June 30�The Twelve Apostles�

    8:30 am�Orthros and Divine Liturgy�

�

Sunday, July 5�

� 8:15 am�Orthros�

� �9:30 am�Divine Liturgy�

�

Sunday, July 12�

� 8:15 am�Orthros�

� �9:30 am�Divine Liturgy�

�

Sunday, July 19�

� 8:15 am�Orthros�

� �9:30 am�Divine Liturgy�

�

�

Monday, July 20�Prophet Elias�

    8:30 am�Orthros and Divine Liturgy�

�

�

Wednesday, July 22�St Mary Magdalene and St. Markella�

    8:30 am�Orthros and Divine Liturgy�

�

�

Sunday, July 26�St. Paraskevi�

� 8:15 am�Orthros�

� �9:30 am�Divine Liturgy�

�

�

Tuesday, July 28�St. Irene Chrysovalantou�

    8:30 am�Orthros and Divine Liturgy�

HOLY TAXIARHAI AND  

SAINT HARALAMBOS  

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

NILES, ILLINOIS 

�

Proistamenos……………………....…... Fr. Constantine P. Botsis�

Synefimerios…………..….…….…………...... Fr. George Lamberis�

Pastoral Assistant....………….….....  Deacon John G. Suhayda�

Chanter…………...........…….....………….………...…..Nick Harisiadis�

Parish Council Officers�

President…………………..…...…...….…........… Richard Kozlowski�

Vice President…..........................................……..…Nick Andrews�

2nd Vice�President……………………………….....  George Giolas�

Treasurer……….….......................................................  Tom Sikoral�

Secretary…………………………..……….…...…...… Krystal Ioannou�

Phase III Chairman...................................  Perry Giannopoulos�

Stewardship…………………………..……….….….…  George Giolas�

Audit Committee Chairman………..…… George Anastasiadis�

Budget Committee Chairman……....................... Tom Sikoral�

Building & Grounds Chairman…….�

               ….Michael Pontikes and Theodoros Karabatsos�

Decor Committee Chairman.....................Stephan Aliferakis�

Finance Committee Chairman……….….............. Tom Sikoral�

Outreach Committee…….......................………...…..John Pierce�

Inreach Committee…………………�

                 ...…Voula Asimacopoulos, and  Elaine Loomos�

Communication Committee………………….…..George Giolas�

School Board Chairman…...........................Olympia Bournias�

Social Media Committee………………….……  George Houpis�

Food Fest Chairman……………….�

Iconography over Altar (Funding)..…..... Dr. Tom Bournias�

Philoptochos President…………..…………….. Eleni Kozlowski �

PTA Co�Presidents (Afternoon School)….�

                           ………….Eleni Gonzalez and Mona Giolas�

PTA President (Preschool)…………...… Anargyros Kereakes  �

PTA President (Saturday School)………….......Georgia Bepis�

Greek School Principal…………............... Mrs. Anastasia Liapi�

Saturday School Director……..Mrs. Andrianna Panayiotou�

Preschool Director…..……..................... Mrs. Magda Kelesidis�

Sunday School Directors…….�

                …….Presvytera Georgia Botsis and Anna Sikoral�

Athletic Director………………..……...…....…....…  David Loomos�

Scoutmaster..……..…………....………………......Vasily Zimbrakos�

Asst Cubmaster…...…………………………...…….........  John Frake�

Little Angels…………….…Anastasia Liapi / Presvytera Diana �

YAL …………….………………....................…….......  Christina Botsis�

Sr GOYA President….......................................... Paige Arvanitis�

Jr. Goya Advisor……..….…….…………..…..……… Father George�

Family Night …………………….…………..…Theodora Megremis �

Bookstore Manager….........…......…………….  Jolynn Ruggerio�

Web Master and IT.....…....….........................… George Houpis �

Facebook……………..…………Elizabeth Kotis/Christina Botsis�

Office Staff…..……………………..�

             Barbara Skaouris, Alexandra Grivas, Anna Sikoral�

Maintenance Staff…..... Juan Caro and Carolina Contreras�

 

2020 STEWARDSHIP �

 

A Time for Every  

Purpose Under Heaven     

�

2020 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE�

�

As of June 1, 2020�

 409 Stewards have committed �

$284,745.00�

�

THANK YOU!�

�

Have you become a Steward�

 for 2020 yet?�

Did you know you can make payments or      

donations from your cell phone or on�line from 

the convenience of your home? If you would 

like to make a Phase 3 pledge or payment, offer 

Stewardship, donate toward iconography, or 

pay Preschool or Greek School tuition on�line, 

visit our website(www.saintharalambosgoc.org) 

and click on the online giving image (as depict-

ed above). �
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� � June 2020�

From Father Dean 

Dear Friends and Stewards,�

One of the greetings that St. Paul uses in his Epistles is 

“Εὐθυμεῖτε�Be of good cheer!”  This is an amazing attitude, 

as St. Paul was hunted, beaten, arrested, and imprisoned re-

peatedly before ultimately being martyred in Rome. Through it 

all, they could not extinguish his joy of teaching about Christ!�

What we are experiencing could be considered a kind of op-

pression. Most of us have never lived through such conditions, 

where we are told to leave home only for “essential” needs and 

find ourselves isolated in our homes, deprived of interacting 

with our community.  But through history very similar things 

have happened many times, sometimes epidemics, sometimes 

war, sometimes natural disasters or tyrannical governments. 

Are we entitled that everything in our whole life will go our 

way? Of course not! Nearly everyone admits that we have tak-

en many things for granted and now appreciate them far more!�

We can look at St. Paul’s determination as a prototype for our-

selves. In this spirit, we should have every conviction that God 

is with us, and be positive in our thinking. Gradually, we will 

resume a more open and free lifestyle. “Be of good cheer!” �

Along these lines, I have been thinking about our children. 

They have not been able to go to church for three months (or 

longer). Because we appreciate more greatly those things that 

we have taken for granted, maybe we can more effectively help 

our children understand those things better, as well. Please talk 

with your children about God, about how your faith has helped 

you in difficult times and how it enriches your life. When we 

show them genuine thankfulness and enjoyment of community, 

traditions and worship, it can make a profound impression! �

It would be tragic if this sad shelter�in period made anyone 

think we don’t need to go to church. To the contrary, we will 

realize that we need it more than ever. Being able to stay home 

and watch church on Facebook was an extreme measure which 

in no way can take the place of the genuine experience!�

You should have received a letter explaining that our churches 

are gradually re�opening. In the beginning, there will be room 

only for a very limited number of people, and that number will 

increase gradually. The letter explains how this will be done 

and we ask everyone’s patience and understanding as we begin 

this process. �

If you have driven past St. Haralambos, you will see that our 

new Phase 3 expansion is rising proudly. You can see some 

recent photos on page 8. We pray that we will be able to re-

sume activities soon and have the pleasure of using this fantas-

tic new community space!�

Many people have been affected financially by the Covid�19 

virus, and the parish council has created a new program called 

the Agape Ministry in order to help provide basic food needs. 

We are excited to offer this ministry which is so consistent 

with our Lord’s teachings, and we encourage anyone strug-

gling with expenses to take advantage of it. Grocery bags are 

being distributed every Thursday from 11 am to 1 pm to any-

one who needs them. You can find out more on page 4!�

The Metropolis of Chicago is also offering humanitarian help 

through the “Orthodox Store” based at Panagia Church in 

Chicago. All our parishes are working together to collect food 

and care supplies, and we ask you support! The next collection 

will be on June 20, and there are more details on page 4.�

June means Graduation! We are proud of all of our graduates, 

from Kindergarten, Middle School, High School, College and 

Higher Studies! Graduation does not mean the end; it means 

preparation for the future. We do our best that our students 

may look forward  to live amazing lives! You can see photos 

of our 6th grade graduates from our Afternoon and our Satur-

day Greek School on page 5, and our high school college and 

graduate school students on pages 6 and 7. Εἰς ἀνώτερα!�

Obviously, we have not been able to worship in our church. 

We also cannot have our Big Greek Food Fest this year, and 

we need your Stewardship support! We are so grateful to the 

many stewards who have made commitments for 2020 during 

this time and all who faithfully support our church! �

We also have on�line giving capability through our church 

website www.SaintHaralambosgoc.org   We are very        

encouraged that many of our stewards and friends are using 

this convenient tool for giving. Your support during these 

months is precious and vital for our church. We thank you!�

The shelter�in has been very challenging for all of us. Stay 

positive. This will end! �

Chances are, we have a little more time on our hands; use 

some of it for prayer. Plug in with God!�

Please call your friends and relatives who do not have     

internet to say hi! Stay in touch with others by phone, text, 

Instagram and whatever works. Try to support area restaurants 

and businesses. Love one another!�

With much love,�

�
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   �Agape Ministry (pg 4)�

� Humanitarian Aid (pg 4)�
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� Our College and High School Graduates (6�7)�

   �Youth Ministry Certificate (pg 7)�

    Phase 3 pictures (pg 8)�

� Stewardship (pg 9)�

   Virtual Summerf Camp (pg 10)    �
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FLOWERS IN SPRING�
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,�

Thanks to the generosity of several parishioners and the hard work of the Agape Ministry Team, on your behalf 

we have been helping those in need in the greater Niles Community!  In the three weeks since we started our 

grocery distribution program we have distributed 150 bags of groceries and have another 70 ready for the next 

distribution.  What a blessing for our community to be following the command of Christ as He told us “…when I 

was hungry you gave Me to eat.”  �

Although we are slowly coming out of the shelter at home phase of the pandemic response, there are still a great 

many people in need.  Therefore we will continue this ministry until such time as it seems the need has subsided.  

People can drive up in the front driveway to receive groceries each Thursday from 11 am � 1 pm.  If you would 

like to volunteer, please call the Church office and leave your name.  Please know that because we are practicing 

social distancing and Metropolis guidelines, we are carrying out this process with only 4 people at a time, so it 

may take a couple of weeks to call on volunteers.�

�

If you would like to help by offering financial assistance you can do so by sending a check to the office and des-

ignating it as restricted.  The groceries run about $20 per bag.  Also, if you would like, please feel free to drop 

off groceries for distribution.  We will gladly accept them if they are on the following list.  Each grocery bag 

contains the following:�

�

� Bread � � apples� � oranges�� � potatoes� � �

� Pasta�  � pasta sauce� Rice� � � peanut butter� �

� jelly� � canned tuna� canned or dry beans� canned vegetables� � �

� cookies�� crackers�

�

We thank you for your support of this ministry.  �

�

� � � � � � � � Submitted by Tom Kanelos�

METROPOLIS OF CHICAGO �

HUMANITARIAN AID �

The Orthodox Store�

�

“The Orthodox Store” program is a Metrop-

olis Humanitarian Aid effort, supported by 

the 26 parishes of the metropolitan Chicago 

area, to assist parishioners in need and the 

vulnerable within the Greater Chicagoland 

area.  �

“The Orthodox Store” is a free grocery 

store, for our Greek Orthodox parishioners 

in the 26 participating parishes. Any parish-

ioners in food supply needs, identified by 

the local parishes and communicated to the 

Metropolis, will receive groceries on a 

weekly basis, as well as Covid Kits as need-

ed. �

The “Store” is located at Assumption 

Church,  601 S. Central Avenue in Chicago. 

1) It offers non�contact delivery of food 

from its location to parishioners in need.    

2) The “Store” also offers non�contact 

pickup of food from its location for volun-

teers to provide non�contact/porch home 

deliveries to parishioners in need. �

�

The local outreach to the communities 

around our parishes is also a dimension of 

this program. Kits, bags, and product will 

be offered and delivered to Headquarters 

located at Assumption Chicago. The items 

will be collected by all 26 parishes, and 

distributed to those parish communities on a 

rotating basis. Local parish communities 

will identify the needs of their local areas. 

The Orthodox Store Mobile Unit will come 

to those areas for a concentrated relief ef-

fort, accompanied by a hot meals truck.�

�

We are asked to provide “Covid Kits” and 

“Care Kits,” which will be collected and 

distributed through this effort.  All non�

contact measures will be observed.  �

�

The next collection date at St. Haralam-

bos will be Saturday, June 20, from 12:00 

am to 2:00 pm.�

�

Please consider donations of Covid Kits or 

Care Kits! �

(Other non�perishable, non�expired items 

will also be accepted to be used in the 

“Store.” No frozen food or fresh produce.) �

�

�

�

Covid Kits should contain:�

One gallon Ziploc Bag, including�

A face mask or materials to make one from 

cloth and rubber bands, with CDC guide, �

Two gloves, preferably latex or plastic�

Small hand sanitizer or antibacterial soap 

bar�

3 Band�Aids�

Hand moisturizer�

�

Care Kits should contain:�

One gallon Ziploc Bag, including�

One bottle of water�

Two snack/granola bars�

Small pack of crackers sealed�

Small deodorant�

Small bar of antibacterial soap�

Small shampoo�

Small toothpaste and toothbrush�

Small pack of tissues�

3 Band�Aids�

Hand moisturizer�

�

Monetary donations are welcomed, to the 

Metropolis of Chicago and marked 

“Orthodox Store.”�

�

                 Submitted by Anna Prekas�
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OUR SATURDAY GREEK SCHOOL GRADUATES�

Sophia Styliaras�

Maria Alpogiannis�

Evangelia Mohr�

Alexandra Poulos�

Gregory Pipikios�

Julian Moschopoulos �

Zoe Haralampopoulos�

Michael Atsaves� Andreas Korolis�

Angelo Toliopoulos�

Constantinos Mihalopoulos�

Stavroula Tsevis�

George Koliatsis�

Jack Murphy �

 Zoe Nicole Kakares�

Maria Siomos�

Tryfon Giolas�

Mary McQuillen�

Filia Tzortzis�

Theodora Kolovos�

OUR AFTERNOON GREEK SCHOOL GRADUATES�

Συγχαρητήρια για την Αποφοίτησή σας! Ένας 

κύκλος της ζωής σας έκλεισε µε επιτυχία άλλα 

σίγουρα έχετε ακόµα υψηλότερους στόχους!�

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2020!�


