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“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” (Proverbs 29:18)

“I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, EVEN TO THE END OF THE AGE”
Over 600 years before Christ, the great Prophet Isaiah
prophesied: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign: Behold, the virgin will conceive and give birth to a
son, and will call him Immanuel,
which means God is with us.”
This prophecy was fulfilled when
the glorious Archangel Gabriel announced to the Theotokos: “Rejoice,
O Full of Grace, the Lord is with
you; blessed are you among women!” (Lk 1:28) Her Son and our
Lord is the ultimate manifestation
that God is with us!
God is with us is a confirmation of
God’s love. “God is with us” is a
recurring message throughout the
Bible and a source of strength and
comfort for us all.
In the Old Testament Book of Isaiah, we read "Fear not, for I am with
you; be not dismayed, for I am your
God; I will strengthen you, I will
help you, I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand." (Is 41:10)

In his Epistle to the Romans, St. Paul says: "For I am sure
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord." (Rom 8:38-39)
In the beloved 23rd Psalm, the
Lord is my Shepherd, David
writes: “I will fear no evil, for
You are with me; your rod and
your staff comfort me.” (Psalm
23:4)
“The Lord is with us!” What
power! What comfort! What consolation! In these difficult days,
we are urged repeatedly to put
our trust in God. “God has not
given us the spirit of fear, but of
power and love and a sound
mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7) He has
shown His love for us on the
Cross and in His glorious Resurrection!
After His glorious Resurrection,
our Lord Jesus Christ told His
Disciples, "Teach them to observe all that I have commanded
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the
age." (Matthew 28:20)
Let us always remember, God is with us!
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
May 2020

Sunday, May 10—The Paralytic
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 am—Divine Liturgy
Wednesday, May 13—Mid-Pentecost
8:30 pm—Orthros and Divine Liturgy
Sunday, May 17—The Samaritan Woman
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 am—Divine Liturgy
Thursday, May 21—Ss Constantine and Helen
8:30 pm—Orthros and Divine Liturgy
Sunday, May 24—The Blind Man
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 am—Divine Liturgy
Thursday, May 28—The ASCENSION OF OUR LORD
8:30 pm—Orthros and Divine Liturgy
Sunday, May 31—The Holy Fathers
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 am—Divine Liturgy
Saturday, June 6—Saturday of the Souls
8:30 pm—Orthros and Divine Liturgy
Sunday, June 7—SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 am—Divine Liturgy
Monday, June 8—Holy Trinity
8:30 pm—Orthros and Divine Liturgy
Thursday, June 11
Nameday of His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael
Sunday, June 14—SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 am—Divine Liturgy

Proistamenos……………………....…... Fr. Constantine P. Botsis
Synefimerios…………..….…….…………...... Fr. George Lamberis
Pastoral Assistant....………….…..... Deacon John G. Suhayda
Chanter…………...........…….....………….………...…..Nick Harisiadis
Parish Council Officers
President…………………..…...…...….…........… Richard Kozlowski
Vice President…..........................................……..…Nick Andrews
2nd Vice-President………………………………..... George Giolas
Treasurer……….…....................................................... Tom Sikoral
Secretary…………………………..……….…...…...… Krystal Ioannou
Phase III Chairman................................... Perry Giannopoulos
Stewardship…………………………..……….….….… George Giolas
Audit Committee Chairman……...….…...….. George Houpis
Budget Committee Chairman……....................... Tom Sikoral
Building & Grounds Chairman…….
….Michael Pontikes and Theodoros Karabatsos
Decor Committee Chairman.....................Stephan Aliferakis
Finance Committee Chairman……….….............. Tom Sikoral
Outreach Committee…….......................………...…..John Pierce
Inreach Committee…………………
...…Voula Asimacopoulos, and Elaine Loomos
Communication Committee………………….…..George Giolas
School Board Chairman…...........................Olympia Bournias
Social Media Committee………………….…… George Houpis
Food Fest Chairman……………….
Iconography over Altar (Funding)..…..... Dr. Tom Bournias
Philoptochos President…………..…………….. Eleni Kozlowski
PTA Co-Presidents (Afternoon School)….
………….Eleni Gonzalez and Mona Giolas
PTA President (Preschool)…………...… Anargyros Kereakes
PTA President (Saturday School)………….......Georgia Bepis
Greek School Principal…………............... Mrs. Anastasia Liapi
Saturday School Director……..Mrs. Andrianna Panayiotou
Preschool Director…..……..................... Mrs. Magda Kelesidis
Sunday School Directors…….
…….Presvytera Georgia Botsis and Anna Sikoral
Athletic Director………………..……...…....…....… David Loomos
Scoutmaster..……..…………....………………......Vasily Zimbrakos
Asst Cubmaster…...…………………………...……......... John Frake
Little Angels…………….…Anastasia Liapi / Presvytera Diana
YAL …………….………………....................……....... Christina Botsis
Sr GOYA President….......................................... Paige Arvanitis
Jr. Goya Advisor……..….…….…………..…..……… Father George
Family Night …………………….…………..…Theodora Megremis
Bookstore Manager….........…......……………. Jolynn Ruggerio
Web Master and IT.....…....….........................… George Houpis
Facebook……………..…………Elizabeth Kotis/Christina Botsis
Office Staff…..……………………..
Barbara Skaouris, Alexandra Grivas, Anna Sikoral
Maintenance Staff…..... Juan Caro and Carolina Contreras

2020 STEWARDSHIP
Did you know you can make payments or
donations from your cell phone or on-line from
the convenience of your home? If you would
like to make a Phase 3 pledge or payment, offer
Stewardship, donate toward iconography, or
pay Preschool or Greek School tuition on-line,
visit our website(www.saintharalambosgoc.org)
and click on the online giving image (as depicted above).

A Time for Every
Purpose Under Heaven
2020 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
As of May 5, 2020

389 Stewards have committed
$273,895.00

THANK YOU!
Have you become a Steward
for 2020 yet?

HOLY TAXIARHAI AND SAINT HARALAMBOS We are also happy to provide a Financial update on our
church, as well as a Stewardship report. We are not able to
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
7373 CALDWELL AVENUE, NILES, ILLINOIS 60714
PHONE: 847/647-8880
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From Father Dean
Dear Friends and Stewards,
Χριστός Ανέστη! Christ is Risen!
Yes, we’re still celebrating Pascha! The empty Tomb is the
source of life and light for all Christians, and a source of hope
and inspiration in difficult times. Every day we can remind
ourselves of the verse that King David wrote from the 50th
Psalm: “Restore to me the joy of Your salvation!”
Deacon John Suhayda has written an interesting article relative
to the way we celebrated Pascha this year, and it helps put
things in a historical perspective (pg 5).
There are several positive and exciting things going on at our
church! Because we are not able to come together for now, we
have prepared this special issue of Visions so you can see why
we are enthused. We are looking forward for the shelter-in to
end so we can see each other and work together for the good of
our church and the glory of God!
Our Sunday School staff encouraged our children to keep our
traditions alive at home this year! This is known an the “Inhome Church,” and families were encouraged to make crosses
for Palm Sunday and to decorate at-home Epitafia. Some children dyed Easter eggs for the first time in their lives! We have
a montage on page 10 from photos that were sent us.
Shortly after Pascha, we received a most gracious and generous donation of $1.7 million from the estate of Charles
Condes, who was one of our stewards. We pray for his eternal
and blessed rest. We have dedicated an article about Mr. Condes on page 7 and we know you will find his story to be fascinating!
This gift is primarily restricted for Phase 3. It means we are
relieved from the heavy mortgage that we were expecting, but
we will still need to be generous with our Stewardship because
the maintenance of our new expansion will increase our operating budget expenses.
We are proud to say that our schools are functioning through
this pandemic with technology and “e-learning,” and we are
proud of our teachers who have shown great flexibility and
creativity. You can read about it on page 12.
Many people have been affected financially by the Covid-19
virus, and the parish council has created a new program called
the Agape Ministry in order to help provide basic food needs.
We are excited to offer this ministry which is so consistent
with our Lord’s teachings, and we encourage anyone struggling with expenses to take advantage of it. You can find out
more on page 4!
The Metropolis of Chicago is also offering help through the
“Orthodox Store” base at Panagia Church in Chicago. All our
parishes are working together to collect food and care supplies,
and we ask your support! The first collection will be on May
23, and there are more details on page 4.
Another humanitarian outreach has begun, taking food to
homeless persons living “Under the highway Bridges” in
Chicago. The first outreach took place on March 14, with the
help of volunteers from our parish. Anyone who would like to
help is welcomed! This is a new initiative, in addition to our
“Meals on Wheels” and Bessie’s Table. (pg 8)

open our church for services and we want to stay in touch with
all of our beloved members! At the same time, we are projecting a deficit for the year due to the pandemic, and depend on
the stewardship of all our members.
We now have on-line giving capability through our church
website www.SaintHaralambosgoc.org We are very encouraged that many of our stewards and friends are using this
convenient tool!
As you know, we have commissioned a new grouping of
Iconography for our church. The Iconographer, Mr. Haralambos Fotiadis, hopes to install this new and marvelous work
before the end of the year. See page 5 for a preview!
The big and exciting crown of all these items is Phase 3!
Construction on Phase 3 is progressing well. Brickwork is
now being done and the entire project is so impressive.
We will be hosting a Live Stream Tour of the new building! Watch for more details on the date and time. During the
tour, we will perform a video walkthrough of the new building and answer questions from our viewers. This will be
good! See page 6 for the latest Phase 3 update. You can also
watch the progress on our church website. Pictures are posted regularly.
With all the social distancing and other measures, there will
not be graduation ceremonies this year. However, we want
to announce our High School and College graduates, as
we always do. Please send us a photo and the name of your
graduates, with a brief statement about plans for after graduation to nilesgoc@aol.com.
In addition, we also would like to feature our 6th grade
Greek School graduates! Please send us a picture and the
name of your 6th grade Greek School graduate (Afternoon
and Saturday school).
The shelter-in has been very challenging for all of us. Stay
positive. This will end! We hope that we will be able to start
opening our churches soon.
Chances are, we have a little more time on our hands; use
some of it for prayer. Plug in with God!
Please call your friends and relatives who do not have
internet to say hi! Stay in touch with others by phone, text,
Instagram and whatever works. Try to support area restaurants and businesses. Love one another!
CHRIST IS RISEN!
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“

By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
John 13:35-37

Christos Anesti! Christ is Risen!
Although we cannot be together as a community, we want you to know that our Beloved Holy Taxiarhai and St. Haralambos
Church is still trying to fulfill the commandment of Christ that we Love one Another. We are so happy to be able to communicate with you all about the ministries which are still taking place.
It is a time of great need and many people in our parish and our community at large are facing difficulties most of us have
not seen in our lifetime. With that in mind we want you to know about the new Agape Ministry at St. Haralambos.
The Agape Ministry is an assurance program to help provide grocery staples for those who may be struggling financially. Under the guidance of Fr. Dean and Fr. George and at the direction of the parish council we will be gathering food staples for distribution to parishioners in need as well as for those in need in our community.
Our parishioners who may be suffering due to loss of income can go online to saintharalambosgoc.org and find the Agape
Ministry button. There they can confidentially fill out a shopping list of grocery items by Thursday of every week. That list will
electronically go to a secure email and grocery orders will be put together for curbside pick-up on Tuesdays from 11:00 am
to 1:00 pm.
Additionally, we will be offering grocery distribution of staple, non-perishable items for the greater Niles Community every
Thursday from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. This is a great blessing for us to be able to assist those who need a helping hand for
the duration of this pandemic. It is also a great way for the community to see our Greek Orthodox Faith as a Faith which is
vibrant and cares about the well-being of all our brothers and sisters!
In order to protect our neighbors and the volunteers helping with distribution, we will be practicing proper social distancing in
the preparation of every package. Additionally, as people drive up they will be asked to pop their trunk and we will place the
items in the trunk and close it. We do not want anyone to get out of their vehicle.
Please be patient as we are going to carry out the procedure with a small number of volunteers so that we can observe the
regulations for avoidance of the spread of Corona Virus.
If you know any of our parishioners in need who may not have the ability to use email, please offer to assist them or to even
fill the form out for them and pick up the groceries.
Our Church building is, by necessity, closed at this time, but our Faith is not. We will continue to show that we are Christ’s
Disciples by showing that we “love one another.”
Submitted by Tom Kanelos

METROPOLIS OF CHICAGO
HUMANITARIAN AID
The Orthodox Store

“The Orthodox Store” program is a Metropolis Humanitarian Aid effort, supported by
the 26 parishes of the metropolitan Chicago
area, to assist parishioners in need and the
vulnerable within the Greater Chicagoland
area.
“The Orthodox Store” is a free grocery
store, for our Greek Orthodox parishioners
in the 26 participating parishes. Any parishioners in food supply needs, identified by
the local parishes and communicated to the
Metropolis, will receive groceries on a
weekly basis, as well as Covid Kits as needed.
The “Store” is located at Assumption
Church, 601 S. Central Avenue in Chicago.
1) It offers non-contact delivery of food
from its location to parishioners in need.
2) The “Store” also offers non-contact
pickup of food from its location for volunteers to provide non-contact/porch home
deliveries to parishioners in need.

The local outreach to the communities
around our parishes is also a dimension of
this program. Kits, bags, and product will
be offered and delivered to Headquarters
located at Assumption Chicago. The items
will be collected by all 26 parishes, and
distributed to those parish communities on a
rotating basis. Local parish communities
will identify the needs of their local areas.
The Orthodox Store Mobile Unit will come
to those areas for a concentrated relief effort, accompanied by a hot meals truck.
We are asked to provide “Covid Kits” and
“Care Kits,” which will be collected and
distributed through this effort. All noncontact measures will be observed.
The first collection date at St. Haralambos will be Saturday, May 23, from 10:00
am to 1:00 pm.

Covid Kits should contain:
One gallon Ziploc Bag, including
a face mask or materials to make one from
cloth and rubber bands, with CDC guide,
Two gloves, preferably latex or plastic
Small hand sanitizer or antibacterial soap
bar
3 Band-Aids
Hand moisturizer
Care Kits should contain:
One gallon Ziploc Bag, including
One bottle of water
Two snack/granola bars
Small pack of crackers sealed
Small deodorant
Small bar of antibacterial soap
Small shampoo
Small toothpaste and toothbrush
Small pack of tissues
3 Band-Aids
Hand moisturizer

Please consider donations of Covid Kits or
Care Kits!
Other non perishable, non expired items
Monetary donations are welcomed, to the
will also be accepted to be used in the
Metropolis of Chicago and marked
“Store.” (No frozen food or fresh produce.) “Orthodox Store.”.

CHRIST IS RISEN!

Time and time again in history, Christians have found themselves forced to be sheltered in a safe place due to the dangers in the
world outside. First, in the immediate aftermath of the Christ’s crucifixion, the disciples sheltered in the upper room, for fear of the
authorities who had sent Him to His death. Later, during the first three centuries of the Church, Christians were persecuted by the
Roman Empire, and often had to find shelter in secret, celebrating the Divine Liturgy in homes and even catacombs in order to
avoid the danger of arrest and execution. After the fall of Constantinople, Orthodox Christians were not free to practice their faith
openly and once again, had to gather in secret, often at night, to avoid the persecution of the Ottoman Empire. And in the last century, millions of Christians were persecuted and martyred during the years of Communist rule in many parts of the world.
And so we find ourselves today in a different situation that yet has some parallels. For it is a virus, or a “pestilence” as is referred
to in the prayers of the Artoklasia, that threatens our health and well-being in the world today. And so once again, temporarily, we
cannot join together in our churches to pray and receive Holy Communion or the other sacraments.
Therefore if we adjust our struggling to the current situation, we can look to our Christian predecessors over the last 20 centuries
who have borne the burden of even worse situations, and always have persisted in their Christian faith, and even grown stronger
because of it. If we start with the followers of Christ immediately after his Crucifixion, we have the wonderful example of the
Myrrh-bearing Women who had the courage and strength to go to Christ’s tomb on the third day, despite having seen with their
own eyes what happened to Him on the Cross, and knowing that the authorities might arrest them, too. We also have the example
of the Christians who persisted for three centuries during persecution by the powerful Roman Empire, and were willing to risk
their lives and even give up their earthly lives rather than renounce their Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ. Again, we have the
Orthodox Christians who never gave up their beliefs and practices despite centuries of Ottoman persecution. And how humbling it
is to consider the many martyrs of the twentieth century who resisted the atheism and tyranny of Communism until finally they
were able to practice their faith openly again!
What is the common thread throughout all of this history but the Good News that Christ is Risen! Death has been defeated, and
nothing in the world, neither the power of earthly authorities, nor the threat of natural disasters or pestilent diseases can take away
the promise of eternal life with our Lord Jesus Christ in the Kingdom of Heaven!
We have been under lockdown for weeks, and perhaps it will be months before we are totally back in our churches again. But our
spiritual Christian ancestors withstood years, decades, even centuries of separation from their churches, and always they have
stayed strong in faith and even grown stronger because of it. Let us take inspiration from them, and ask for their prayers of intercession, to help us stay strong and grow in faith and devotion to our Lord!
—Deacon John Suhayda

NEW ICONOGRAPHY
ICONOGRAPHY OVER THE ALTAR
In the spring of 2018, Holy Taxiarhai and Saint Haralambos
church commissioned iconographer, Haralambos Fotiadis, to
write and install new iconography on the vault over the altar.
The cost of the project is $250,000. We received donations
and pledges from private and anonymous sources to fund this
project.
The completed iconography will be installed to harmonize
seamlessly with the existing iconography. It will illustrate
two Christological scenes (doubting Thomas and Pentecost),
one double-size icon of the Ascension, and six scenes from
the old testament including Abraham and the Sacrifice of
Isaac, The Three Holy Youths in the Fiery Furnace, Jonah
and the Whale, Noah and the Ark, Ezekiel and the Vision of
Dry Bones, and Daniel in the Lion's Den.
Haralambos previously repaired the damaged Pantocrator
and also wrote and hung the iconography on the lower dome.
He has performed extensive work throughout Greece and
internationally and is now working diligently with the hope
to hang the new iconography by the end of the year. Mr. Fotiadis is married with six children. He lives near Thessaloniki
and drives his kids to and from school every day.
As soon as the project is completed, scaffolding will be erected, and Mr. Fotiadis will arrive to install the new iconography. It is anticipated that the work will be completed before
the end of the year.
Submitted by Dr Tom Bournias

PHASE 3 NEWS
LIVE STREAM TOUR OF THE NEW BUILDING
The building is coming along beautifully and this will give everyone the opportunity to view its progress. Please be on the lookout
for more details.
CURRENT PROJECT STATUS
With the relatively mild winter and spring, construction has continued at a vigorous pace. To date, the building construction has included:
The excavation and installation of a large water detention area under the new portion of the parking lot.
This area is currently covered in gravel.
The installation of the concrete foundation, which includes:
•

Support for the northern wall of
the existing community center.

•

A full basement under the new
two story building. The basement is
over 12’ deep and provides plenty of
storage and versatility for the future.
Structural steel was installed to provide
the building with its overall shape.
Masonry blocks were installed for the
stairwells, the elevator shaft, and the
storage / utility areas.
Insulation boards were installed around the exterior of the
building and a waterproof barrier was applied to the entire exterior. This barrier gives the building its current yellow color but
this will be all covered with brick.
Most recently, the following work has been underway:
Brick, which is nearly an exact match with the existing community center, is being installed on the east side of the building.
This brickwork will continue around the rest of the building.
The roof is in the process of being installed.
Ducts for the heating and ventilation system are in the process
of being installed.
Framing, which provides the structure for the interior walls, is
being installed.
WHAT’S NEXT?
Once the brickwork and roof are completed, we will order the
windows and doors. As soon as those are installed, the shell
of the building will be completed and work on the interior can
continue. Although we cannot guarantee anything based on
the current Covid-19 environment, we are anticipating a late
summer / early fall opening for the new building.
—Perry Giannopoulos

IN MEMORIAM
CHARLES EFTYHIOS CONSTANTINE CONDES
On Friday, April 3, 2020 we received a very generous donation from a former parishioner named Charles Condes. Mr. Condes
fell asleep in the Lord on August 17, 2016. He had established the Charles E. Condes Trust leaving the church with a $1.728
million dollar donation! We consider this donation a blessing from God especially during these most difficult times. Please read
short biography written in Mr. Condes’ honor.
Charles (Eftyhios) Constantine Condes

Benefactor Charles Constantine Condes was a deeply principled man devoted to his
Greek Orthodox faith.
Charles was born and raised in Chicago, the third son of Constantine and Haricleia
Condes. His parents were from Niata, Lakonias and Alea, Arkadias. Charles
“Chuck” graduated from the Illinois Institute of Technology (IIT) in 1942 with a BS
in Mechanical Engineering. During WWII he served in the U.S. Army Air Corps as a
meteorologist attached to the Royal Air Force. His weather readings, transmitted in
code, provided valuable data for the Allies.
After the war, Charles pursued a career in private industry and later retired as a
Bridge Design Engineer for the City of Chicago. He was proud to have designed and
updated the machinery for raising the bridges over the Chicago River. In addition,
Charles enjoyed researching companies and investing in them. Many of his investments proved to be very wise.
For 25 years, Charles was happily married to Phyllis (Holik) Condes, who shared his
love of travel and Greek culture.
Charles’ devotion to his faith began as he was raised in the St.
Spyridon community of Roseland. Charles traveled across
most of North America, and to many countries in Europe and
South America. Everywhere he went, he looked for the closest
Greek Orthodox Church to attend services.
A genuine philanthropist, Charles supported many churches
and causes such as Leadership 100, the Pan-Hellenic Scholarship Foundation, the National Hellenic Museum, the Philoxenia
House in Rochester, the Saint Photios Shrine, and many others.
During the last twenty years of his life, Charles was a steward
of the Holy Taxiarhai / Saint Haralambos Church. He enjoyed
chatting with friends during the coffee hour and appreciated
visits from community members when he became home bound.
The Charles C. Condes Trust specified the very generous gift to
his church, an expression of his love and his faith in the future
of the church community.

PHILOPTOCHOS
Our magnificent Philoptochos Ladies are happy to report that they’ve
met all their commitments for the present time! They are making
their annual commitment to the Metropolis of Chicago Philoptochos
Philanthropy Fund, and will be offering financial support for our new
St. Haralambos AGAPE Ministry. (For more information, see page 4.)
Activity has been hampered due to the current pandemic. Our ladies
miss each other and look forward to resuming their philanthropic and
social activities, and their kitchen expertise as soon as possible!
We pray for God’s blessings, patience, and love to all.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
We have been blessed with a very generous donation of $1,728,000 from the Charles Condes Estate and honor their family wishes with allocating the funds to:
⬧ Phase 3 - $1,200,000
General Fund/Reserves/Future -$458,000
⬧ Iconography - $70,000
This has a huge impact on our future budget as we will not need a mortgage; but we will have increased operating
expenses for the new facility and will be dependent on everyone’s conscientious stewardship!

MINISTRY TO THE HOMELESS UNDER BRIDGES
A new initiative at our parish is “Ministry to the homeless under bridges.”
On March 14th a group of 6 parishioners went out to the bridges along
the Kennedy. They handed out a total of 45 meals, water bottles, bags of
chips and backpacks/purses filled with toiletries. They ventured to exits
of North Avenue, Division, and Armitage. They then went into the loop
and ventured to Lower Wacker drive, Union Station and up and down
the streets of Adams, Jackson, Wells, and Plymouth just to name a few.
Any homeless person they saw they would park and ask if they were in
need of a meal and would then chat with them. They even posed for
some photos to the excitement of the lovely individuals they met.
It was a day of giving back and a day of helping others through acts of
love and giving. The group was filled with a sense of joy of being able to
help others, but also a feeling of sadness at the conditions our fellow
brothers and sisters live in. We can only keep them in our prayers and continue to help as many as we can on a
monthly basis.
Submitted by Anna Prekas
If you would like to help,
please email
annaprekas@gmail.com

STEWARDSHIP
Greetings, Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,
The Pandemic has brought many difficulties to our lives these past few months, although there is a lot of negative
outcomes, there is also positive opportunities. Taking time to connect with Christ through prayer and reading of
scripture. Spending quality time with family. Calling friends, loved ones, neighbors to check on them to show
them you are thinking about them and provide them with inspiration and positive thoughts. We can take this time
to be scared, bored at home and think negatively, or we can let our light shine bright and be a light and inspiration
to all of those in our lives.
STEWARDSHIP QUESTION OF THE MONTH
Is there one thing you are struggling with today that you would like to overcome?
You are not alone. Growing towards Christ is a life-long process with many steps. Focusing on one thing at a
time can help you move in the right direction. You can reach out to your priests, a mentor, friend, counselor or
therapist. Together we can help guide each other toward the Kingdom of God!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
In need of volunteers to make Flyers for various ministries
Volunteers to help with Youth ministry
In need of volunteers to be trained on managing the website
If you would like to be involved with the Church in any of these areas, please contact us at:
Stewardship.Committee@saintharalambosgoc.org
Although we are in such difficult times, our community has really stayed committed to their Stewardship
Pledges! We have reached 56% of our annual goal! Thank you for your commitment to the Church!

OUR SCHOOLS
THE IMPACT OF THE PANDEMIC
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted every aspect of our lives
and has resulted in challenging times for all. Challenging times
for individuals, for businesses, for religious organizations, for
educational institutions, and the world at large. Our Aristotle
Greek School was not exempt from the impact of this unprecedented crisis.
On March 13, the Aristotle School Board made the difficult decision to close the classrooms of all three Greek school programs (Morning, Afternoon, and Saturday). Immediately following the closure of the classes, our school directors and teachers mobilized to quickly determine how to best resume lessons
remotely (via eLearning) on March 16. The staff was creative and
resourceful in making this happen in a short period. Various technology was introduced to conduct eLearning, including Google,
email, educational videos, and other apps. The directors/teachers
began sending materials to parents over the internet. Worksheets
and videos were sent, along with instructions on how to complete
the assignments. Zoom was also introduced to conduct interactive
learning sessions with appropriate frequency and length of time.
There was no playbook for this catastrophic situation. The staff
applied guidelines and best practices from the Illinois State Board
of Education, as well as learnings from surrounding public and
private schools. Adjustments are made based on trial and error
learnings. Our amazing directors and teachers are doing their best
under exceedingly difficult circumstances. But no matter what
our staff does, eLearning can never recreate the traditional classroom experience. It merely allows education to continue in a different form. It keeps our children learning and engaged.
There are many we must thank for keeping our school programs
alive. We thank the entire school staff for their efforts, dedication,
and professionalism. We appreciate the parents for their ongoing

efforts, and for serving as ‘teacher assistants.’ Thank you for
your patience and understanding through this unchartered process. We thank Fr. Dean and Fr. George for their unending guidance and prayers. We also thank the Parish Council for unanimously approving the school-year to continue at a moment of
immense uncertainty.
This situation has been a very emotional process for our students,
our teachers, and our parents. We are not through it yet. The three
school programs will be conducted remotely the remainder of the
school-year. We will get through this together and hopefully reopen our classrooms in the fall. We look forward to the day our
children are back in the classrooms, learning, singing, and dancing alongside each other!
May God bless everyone during this challenging time.
On behalf of Aristotle Greek School - School Board
Tom Zavos
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