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HOLY PASCHA

2022

CHRIST IS RISEN!

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
APRIL
Holy Saturday morning, April 23
8:30 am—Liturgy of the First Resurrection
Holy Saturday Evening
11:00 pm—Orthros
Midnight—Resurrection, Liturgy of PASCHA

PASCHA SUNDAY (April 24)
11:30 am—The “AGAPI” SERVICE
Tuesday, April 26--Ss Nicholas, Raphael and Irene
8:15 am—Orthros and Liturgy

Friday, April 29—THE LIFE GIVING FOUNTAIN
8:15 am—Orthros and Liturgy
Sunday, May 1—The Sunday of Thomas
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 am—Sunday School
9:30 am—Divine Liturgy
Thursday, May 5—St Irene
8:15 am—Orthros and Divine Liturgy
Sunday, May 8—The Holy Myrrh-Bearers /
Mothers Day
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 am—Sunday School
9:30 am—Divine Liturgy
Sunday, May 15—The Paralytic
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 am—Sunday School (last day)
9:30 am—Divine Liturgy
Saturday, May 21—Ss Constantine and Helen
8:15 am—Orthros and Divine Liturgy
Sunday, May 22—The Samaritan Woman
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 am—Divine Liturgy
Sunday, May 29—The Blind Man
8:15 am—Orthros
9:30 am—Divine Liturgy
OUR SISTER COMMUNITY of St George in Chicago
invites you to Liturgy on Monday morning, April 25 in
honor of St. George the Great martyr. (Liturgy will NOT be
celebrated at St Haralambos on April 25.)

SACRAMENTS AND BLESSINGS
MINISTRY TO PERSONS WHO ARE SICK-We urge Orthodox
Christians who would like to receive Holy Sacraments but are unable to
attend church (hospitalized or at home) to contact the church office so
Holy Sacraments can be administered to them.
If your loved one is hospitalized please call us, even if the illness is
not serious! In a wholistic approach to healing and well-being, a
visit from the priest can be very positive. Most hospitals do not inform us when they receive patients from our parish. We depend on
you!
BLESSINGS OF INFANTS—Forty days after birth, a child and its
mother come to church to receive a 40 Day Blessing, imitating Christ
who was presented in the Temple 40 days after He was born. Please call
the church office to arrange this blessing.
BAPTISMS—Please call the church office to schedule Baptisms. Plan
ahead!—there are some days when Baptisms are not performed. Keep
in mind that there should be only one Godparent and that a child is supposed to be given one name when he or she is baptized.
WEDDINGS—Please arrange an appointment with Fr. Dean at least
eight months before the proposed wedding date to allow time for all
necessary marriage preparation.
CONFESSION—Confessions are arranged by appointment. Please
call the church office to schedule Confession.
MEMORIAL SERVICES—Memorial Services are offered for the
eternal rest of persons who have fallen asleep in the Lord. Customarily,
these services are offered at 40 days, at 6 months, at 1 year and at 3
years. When three years have passed, the departed are more properly
remembered on the Saturdays of the Souls.

END OF LIFE ISSUES
1 - A Proper Funeral Conveys Divine Grace to Our Loved One
For an Orthodox Christian, a church funeral is a necessity. As we
pray, the funeral service brings divine Grace to those who have fallen
asleep, for their forgiveness and eternal rest. We should not consider a
church funeral to be an inconvenience, out of love, it is our duty. What
good reason can there be to deny our loved ones from God’s saving
Grace and the honor they deserve? Let us honor our parents and relatives with the respect they deserve!
2 - About Cremation
Orthodox Christians believe that in the General Resurrection, our
bodies and souls will be restored to each other. Cremation is the deliberate desecration and destruction of what God has made, and is viewed
as the denial of the Resurrection.
In cases where there is intention for the body of a deceased person
to be cremated, thus choosing to disregard our understanding of the
Resurrection, the honor of a church funeral is not given, either in the
church, or the funeral home or any other place.
Additionally, memorial services with kolyva are not allowed, since
the connection of the “kernel of wheat” as a sign of the Resurrection
has been intentionally destroyed.

2022 STEWARDSHIP

OUR FAITH, OUR HOME
2022 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
As of April 11, 2022
362 families have promised $266, 074
for 2022 Stewardship!

Average level of giving is $735!
Have you become a 2022 Steward yet?

HOLY TAXIARHAI AND SAINT HARALAMBOS
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

From Father Dean
PASCHA 2022
Dear Stewards and Friends,
Very soon, we will be proclaiming ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ!
CHRIST IS RISEN! In the days of Holy Week, I hope we will be
able to set aside our everyday concerns, in order to focus on the
meaning and power of the great Holy Day that we will be celebrating. Let it not be a mere remembrance of something that happened
2000 years ago, but rather a participation in those events that put
death to death and proclaim eternal life!
Christ invites us to come with Him to Jerusalem, and to stand by
Him through the Mystical Supper, His prayers, betrayal, scourging
and Crucifixion, that we may share in the glorious celebration of
His Resurrection and victory over death.. In this way, we experience His love for us and the events become a “Today” experience,
which is something so much more precious than commemorating a
historical event. No one celebrates Holy Week and Pascha like the
Orthodox!
In this Pascha Journal Edition of Visions, we have included
some short reflections on the Resurrection of our Lord from the
Holy Scriptures, and by St. Ambrose, St. John Chrysostom, St.
Gregory the Theologian, St. Melito of Sardis and St. John of
Kronstdt. We hope that they will help enrich your experience of
Holy Pascha, and we invite you to read them.
There is other parish news in this edition. As we resume a more
full schedule of activities, we have so much for which to be grateful! Plan to join us at our Bright Friday Paschal Banquet on April
29. And we are excited about our Red Carpet Event with the official blessing of our new building on May 14. A very beautiful event
is being planned that you do not want to miss!
Our young people should register and start getting ready for Jr.
Olympics May 27-29, and our Vacation Church School will be the
week of June 20-24.
The annual IOCC Banquet will be on Thursday, May 19 at the Café
la Cave. If you’re serious about the crisis in Ukraine, one of the
best ways to help is by supporting IOCC! And remember our Family Picnic on Memorial Day, May 30!
Pascha is the greatest event in the history of the world! Let us
pray and prepare, so that we will celebrate in body and spirit!
With Love in our Resurrected Lord,

Ἀναστάσεως ἡμέρα και
λαμπρυνθῶμεν τῇ πανηγύρει
καί ἀλλήλους περιπτυξώμεθα.
Εἴπωμεν, ἀδελφοί,
καί τοῖς μισοῦσιν ἡμᾶς΅
συγχωρήσωμεν πάντα τῇ Ἀναστάσει΅
καί οὕτω βοήσωμεν΅

Χριστός Ἀνέστη ἐκ νεκρῶν
θανάτῳ θάνατον πατήσας
καί τοῖς ἐν τοῖς μνήμασιν
ζωήν χαρισάμενος.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2022 Stewardship—OUR CHURCH, OUR HOME!
We remind you to please submit your 2022 Stewardship
Card to our church. Stewardship is the foundation for all of
our financial and spiritual goals. Our Church and its many
ministries are possible because of the love and support of
you, our Stewards.
HOLY UNCTION ON HOLY WEDNESDAY—We
would like to remind everyone that, on Holy Wednesday,
Holy Unction will only be given by anointing. If there is a
need for the anointing of the sick or those who are unable to
attend the service, the priest will visit and anoint those persons by arrangement at the proper time. Holy Unction will
no longer be given out.
BRIGHT FRIDAY PASCHAL DINNER—YES! We are
happy to announce that we will resume our wonderful and
festive Paschal Dinner on the Friday evening after Pascha in
our Community Life Center! Food, music and parea to continue our celebration of the greatest of all holidays! (See
page 6 for more info.)

THE RED CARPET PREMIERE– Plan to celebrate

the blessing and official opening of our new Community
Life Center on Saturday, May 14, 2022! The blessing will
take place at 4:30 in the afternoon, followed by the unveiling of our Donor Wall, a cocktail fellowship hour and dinner, catered by Concorde Banquets of Kildeer, IL. NOW
IS THE TIME TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS!
Tickets can be purchased by calling Rubine at 847-9778775.

IOCC ANNUAL BANQUET will take place at 6:00 pm on
Thursday, May 19 at the Café la Cave, 2777 Mannheim
Road in Des Plaines.
IOCC provides desperately needed food and medical supplies worth millions of dollars to people in need and to disaster victims around the world in the name of our Orthodox
Church. IOCC is already in action to help the refugees from
Ukraine! IOCC truly deserves our support! Plan to attend
this event!
Please call the St. Haralambos Church Office (847-6478880) by May 12 to make your reservations!
OUR MEMORIAL DAY PICNIC will take place on Monday, May 30 at Flick Park in Glenview, beginning at 11:00
am. Everyone is welcome! We’ll bring the hot dogs and
hamburgers; you bring your family and your picnic basket!
Plan to join us! (See page 8)
JR OLYMPICS will happen May 27-29! Athletes: Now is
the time to register!

ΑΝΑΚΟΙΝΩΣΕΙΣ
2022 Stewardship—ΕΚΚΛΗΣΙΑ ΜΑΣ, ΣΠΙΤΙ ΜΑΣ
Με την ευγενική και γενναιόδωρη προσφορά σας ως
Συνδρομητές της ενορίας μας, ενδυναμώνετε το έργο της και την
διακονία της προς όλους τους πιστούς και σε όλους που έχουν
ανάγκη από την προστασία και βοήθεια της κοινότητος.
Παρακαλούμε όλους τους πιστούς να προσφέρετε την συνδρομή
σας για το καλό της ενορίας μας. Οι κάρτες συνδρομής έχουν
ταχυδρομηθεί και βρίσκονται επίσης στο κοινοτικό γραφείο όπως
και στην ιστιοσελίδα μας, ww.saintharalambosgoc.org.
ΑΝΑΚΟΙΝΩΣΗ—Μια υπενθύμιση ότι την Μεγάλη Τετάρτη, το
Άγιον Ευχέλαιον θα δίδεται μόνον κατόπιν χρίσεως από τους
ιερείς. Εαν υπάρχει ανάγκη να χρισθεί κάποιος άρρωστος ή
κάποιος που δεν μπορεί να έλθει στην εκκλησία, ο ιερέας θα
φροντίσει να επισκεφτεί τα άτομα αυτά και να τα χρίσει στο σπίτι
την καθορισμένη ώρα. To Άγιον Ευχέλαιον δεν θα δίδεται πλέον
εκτός εκκλησίας.

ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΟ ΦΕΣΤΙΒΑΛ ΤΟΥ 2022--Το Φεστιβάλ της
Κοινότητάς μας για το 2022 θα λάβει χώραν εις τις 15-17
Ιουλίου, και οι ετοιμασίες άρχισαν. Θα χρειαστούμε βοήθεια
εις τον προγραμματισμόν, και πάντα ενδιαφερόμαστε για νέες
ιδέες και καινούργιους εθελοντές! Εαν έχετε την ευχαρίστησιν
να βοηθήσετε, παρακαλούμε τηλεφωνείτε το γραφείο της
εκκλησίας (847-647-8880).
Ο ΠΡΩΤΟΣ ΛΑΧΝΟΣ
$10,000! Και χρειαζόμεθα την βοήθειά σας δια την πώληση
των λαχείων. Οποιαδήποτε βοήθεια είναι πολύ, πολύ
εκτιμητέα!

ΧΟΡΟΕΣΠΕΡΙΔΑ

ΚΑΙ ΕΓΚΑΙΝΙΑ ΤΟΥ ΝΕΟΥ
ΚΟΙΝΟΤΙΚΟΥ ΚΕΝΤΡΟΥ
Σάββατον, 14 Μαϊου, 2022
Αγιασμός –4:30 μ.μ. και ακολουθεί δείπνο
στην Κοινοτική Αίθουσα
Για κρατήσεις θέσεων τηλεφωνήστε την
Ρουμπίνη στο 847-977-8775 ή επισκεφθήτε
την ιστιοσελίδα saintharalambos.square.site.

VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL will take place this
summer during the week of June 20-24. This is one of our
very popular programs, and everyone has a great experience.
Please mark your calendar and register your children!

Our Big Greek Food Fest
...will take place July 15-17 this summer.
Mark your calendar!
Please consider planning your vacation
before or after our Fest so you can help!

THE PASCHAL SERMON

Of St John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople (347-407 AD)
If any man be devout and love God,

let him enjoy this fair and radiant
triumphal feast. If any man be a
wise servant, let him rejoicing enter
into the joy of his Lord. If any have
labored long in fasting, let him now
receive his recompense. If any have
wrought from the first hour, let him
today receive his just reward. If any
have come at the third hour, let him
with thankfulness keep the feast. If
any have arrived at the sixth hour,
let him have no misgivings; because
he shall in nowise be deprived thereof. If any have
delayed until the ninth hour, let him draw near, fearing
nothing. If any have tarried even until the eleventh
hour, let him, also, be not alarmed at his tardiness; for
the Lord, who is jealous of his honor, will accept the
last even as the first; He gives rest unto him who
comes at the eleventh hour, even as unto him who has
wrought from the first hour.
And He shows mercy upon the last, and cares for the
first; and to the one He gives, and upon the other He
bestows gifts. And He both accepts the deeds, and
welcomes the intention, and honors the acts and praises the offering. Wherefore, enter you all into the joy of
your Lord; and receive your reward, both the first, and
likewise the second. You rich and poor together, hold
high festival. You sober and you heedless, honor the
day. Rejoice today, both you who have fasted and you
who have disregarded the fast. The table is full-laden;
feast ye all sumptuously. The calf is fatted; let no one
go hungry away.

the universal kingdom has been
revealed. Let no one weep for his
iniquities, for pardon has shown
forth from the grave. Let no one fear
death, for the Savior’s death has set
us free. He that was held prisoner of
it has annihilated it. By descending
into Hell, He made Hell captive.
He embittered it when it tasted of
His flesh. And Isaiah, foretelling
this, did cry: Hell, said he, was
embittered, when it encountered
Thee in the lower regions.
It was embittered, for it was abolished.
It was embittered, for it was mocked.
It was embittered, for it was slain.
It was embittered, for it was overthrown.
It was embittered, for it was fettered in chains.
It took a body, and met God face to face. It took earth,
and encountered Heaven. It took that which was seen,
and fell upon the unseen.
O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your
victory?
Christ is risen, and you are overthrown!
Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen!
Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice!
Christ is risen, and life reigns!
Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in the grave.
For Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the
first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

To Him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages!
Amen.

Enjoy ye all the feast of faith: Receive ye all the riches
of loving-kindness. let no one bewail his poverty, for

Come, let us return to the Lord: For He was torn, that He may heal us;
He was stricken, and He will bind us up. After two days He will revive us;
on the third day He will raise us up, that we may live before Him.
(Hosea 6:1-2).

CHRIST IS RISEN!

"Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation."
(Isaiah 25:8-9)

CHRIST IS RISEN!

A PASCHAL HOMILY
by Melito of Sardis
Christ rose up from the dead, and cried aloud
with this voice: "Who is he who contends with
me? Let him stand in opposition to me. I set the
condemned man free; I gave the dead man life; I
raised up the one who had been entombed. Who
is my opponent?"
"I am the Christ. I am the one who destroyed
death, and triumphed over the enemy, and trampled Hades under foot, and bound the strong
one, and carried off man to the heights of heaven."
"I," he says, "am the Christ."
"Therefore, come, all families of men, you who
have been befouled with sins, and receive forgiveness for your sins. I am your forgiveness. I
am the passover of your salvation.
I am the
lamb which was sacrificed for you. I am your
ransom. I am your light. I am your saviour. I am
your resurrection. I am your king. I am leading
you up to the heights of heaven. I will show you
the eternal Father. I will raise you up by my
right hand."
"This is the one who made the heavens and the
earth, and who in the beginning created man,
who was proclaimed through the law and prophets, who became human through the virgin, who
was hanged upon a tree, who was buried in the
earth, who was resurrected from the dead, and
who ascended to the heights of heaven, who sits
at the right hand of the Father, who has authority to judge and to save everything, through
whom the Father created everything from the
beginning of the world to the end of the age."
"This is the alpha and the omega. This is the beginning and the end – an indescribable beginning and an incomprehensible end. This is the
Christ. This is the king. This is Jesus. This is
the general. This is the Lord. This is the one who
rose up from the dead. This is the one who sits
at the right hand of the Father. He bears the Father and is borne by the Father, to whom be the
glory and the power forever. Amen."

PASCHAL MESSAGE OF
ST AMBROSE OF MILAN
Timeless words from our Father among the Saints,
Ambrose the Bishop of Milan who himself peacefully fell
asleep in Christ at dawn on Pascha in the year 397:

“What use is there to celebrate Holy Pascha
(which means “a passing over”) for those who
observe it only externally? What benefit do
they receive if they themselves do not pass
over and partake of the Paschal Lamb? They
deserve every pity and the Church prays for
them that our Lord Jesus Christ, our eternal
Pascha, set them on the right path and bring
them to their senses. And so I too implore you,
brethren, to celebrate Pascha in a manner worthy of its significance.
Let us sinners celebrate it by passing over
from a sinful life to a virtuous one; let those
who think of themselves as perfectly righteous
celebrate it by passing over from their degree
of righteousness to a still higher degree, from
piety to greater piety, from perfection to perfection, so that none would remain without passing over to something better, and from that to
something far better, ‘forgetting those things
which are behind and reaching forth unto
those things which are before’ (Philip. 3:13).
Celebrating Pascha in this manner, we will
remain true Christians, observing our Pascha
in a worthy fashion. May the One responsible
for the present Feast, and Who Himself lives
and reigns in endless time for ever and ever,
help us, through His grace.”
—quoted from the Easter Greeting
of Bishop Basil of Wichita

30th ANNIVERSARY!
IOCC ANNUAL BANQUET
TO PROVIDE FOOD AND
MEDICINE TO PEOPLE
IN NEED AROUND THE WORLD
6:00 pm
Thursday evening, May 19, 2022
Café la Cave
2777 Mannheim Road, Des Plaines, IL
For reservations, please call St. Haralambos
Church Office by May 12
847-647-8880

get ready for the
JUNIOR OLYMPICS!
Junior Olympics will take place the
weekend of May 27-29.
Registration Forms are available
in the church office.
Register now!
THE ANNUAL
GREEK PARADE
WILL TAKE PLACE
SUNDAY, MAY 22!

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE SAINT HARALAMBOS

“OLD FASHIONED
FAMILY PICNIC”
Monday, May 30th– 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 pm

FLICK PARK in GLENVIEW
3600 Glenview Road
(West of Greenwood, or East of Milwaukee Road)
Everyone is welcome: Including all our members and families, plus
Family Night, Jr GOYA, Sr GOYA, Sunday School,
Greek School, Philoptochos, PTA, Young Adults,
Parish Council and all our families
We’ll bring the hot dogs and hamburgers!
You can also bring food to cook on the grill.

We can play: Softball, Basketball,
Volleyball, Tennis, and more!

SEE YOU THERE!

HE IS RISEN INDEED!
St John of Kronstadt
Jesus Christ rose from the dead, and came forth
from the tomb through the closed doors, and
without injuring the seal. Likewise, He was
born of the most pure Virgin, “leaving the
portals of Her virginity unbroken by His
birth” (from the Easter Canon). Thus also He
enters into the souls of believers, through their
bodies, passing through them invisibly, always
freely. Thus also He enter into the houses of all,
and no walls or locks can restrain Him who is
infinite and unlimited..
I love to gaze upon the image of the risen Lifegiver with the banner in His hand, with the
symbol of victory over death and Him who has
the power of death: “O death, where is your
sting?” O grave, where is your victory?” (1 Cor.
15:55). What a glorious Victor! What a cruel,
most wicked enemy He has conquered! An
enemy who glorified in his victories during
thousands of years.
“To you, Conqueror of death, we cry: Hosanna in
the highest! Blessed is He who comes in the
name of the Lord” (Troparia at Matins on Palm
Sunday). “We glorify You, Life-giving Christ,
Who descended into hell for our sakes, and
raised all with Yourself” (Matins on St. Thomas
Sunday). “In rising from the tomb, Christ, You
raised all the race of Adam with Yourself” (Canon at Pascha).
St John of Kronstadt
My Life in Christ B#61, p222,

R ES U RR E CT I O N

Easter Orations
St. Gregory the Theologian
(329-391 AD)

Yesterday I was crucified with Him; today I am
glorified with Him.
Yesterday I died with Him; today I am made
alive with Him.
Yesterday I was buried with Him; today I am
raised up with Him.
Let us offer to Him Who suffered and rose
again for us … ourselves, the possession most
precious to God and most proper.
Let us become like Christ, since Christ became
like us.
Let us become Divine for His sake, since for us
He became Man.
He assumed the worse that He might give us
the better. He became poor that by His poverty
we might become rich. He accepted the form of
a servant that we might win back our freedom.
He came down that we might be lifted up. He
was tempted that through Him we might conquer. He was dishonored that He might glorify
us. He died that He might save us. He ascended that He might draw to Himself us, who
were thrown down through the fall of sin.
Let us give all, offer all, to Him who gave Himself a Ransom and Reconciliation for us.
We needed an incarnate God, a God put to
death, that we might live. We were put to
death together with Him that we might be
cleansed. We rose again with Him because we
were put to death with Him. We were glorified
with Him because we rose again with Him.
A few drops of Blood recreate the whole of
creation!

CHRIST IS RISEN!

What then? Do we no longer
experience death?
We do indeed die,
but we do not continue in it:
which is not to die at all!
For the tyranny of death
is when he who dies
is never more allowed
to return to life.
But when after dying is living
—and that a better life —
this is not death, but sleep!
Christ died so that
He might deliver us from death.

St John Chrysostom
Homily XVII on Hebrews IX, 3

CHRIST IS RISEN!
HOLY TAXIARHAI AND SAINT HARALAMBOS
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
7373 CALDWELL AVENUE
NILES, IL 60714-4503
Address Service Requested

CHRIST IS RISEN!

