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Congratulations to all our Jr. Olympics Athletes, coaches and volunteers.
Saint Haralambos sent 93 athletes who earned 19 medals!
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Message from Fr. Tilemahos
“Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has
fulfilled the law…. And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake
out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night
is far spent, the day is at hand.” (13:9,11-12).

In summertime, we all tend to relax a bit from the daily grind, turn off
our screens and let go of our regular routine. Nevertheless, in our spiritual
discipline, a sense of urgency is always necessary to keep us on track. The
evil one never takes vacation and with each passing day we know that the
Lord’s day draws nearer.
As Orthodox Christians, we can easily detect among us a lack of such
urgency not just in the summer, but throughout our lives. We are accustomed to often being late to worship, apathetic in pleading for the Lord’s
mercy, slow to confession and hesitant to perform our dutiful acts of repentance and charity. We dismiss the heavier requirements of the law and
rely on our lineage and cradle Orthodox identity to automatically carry the
day when the Lord comes.
In the meantime, we look to the evangelical or protestant world of the
mega churches and wonder why the masses, including former Greek Orthodox, are attracted to their religious brand. We give credit to the entertainment, to the band, the lively preacher, the coffee shop, the big screen
projector, the nursery, and their social outreach and fun youth activities
that attract these souls. We wonder if it is a matter of language, the mainstream American inclusive and accepting culture, the networking, the feel
good – recharge your battery message, the positive happy fellowship, the
newness and zeal of the worshipers who wave their arms and sing with
excitement about how much the Lord loves them.
In turn, as Orthodox Christians, we know we have the essence and the
truth of the Christian gospel. We live a sacramental life, to which our ethical struggle is in preparation for this life as well as the response to it. We
live a life of prayer, compassion, forgiveness, repentance, and good works,
not as an effort to appease God, but to attract and hold on to the Holy Spirit. When we are filled with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are cleansed by
Him, illumined by Him, deified by Him, becoming one with our Lord Jesus Christ.
Yet, American society, including many of our young Greek Orthodox
Christians, is not finding the expected zeal in our churches as it is found in
the evangelical circles. As Orthodox Christians, if we want to attract those
have sought comfort and excitement elsewhere, we must once again learn,
understand, and effectively communicate lovingly that we have the one
and only true presence of Christ in the world: the One, Holy, Catholic, and
Apostolic Church.
With a sense of urgency, we must not dilute our message to make it
seem more mainstream or more inclusive to those in error. In a compassionate way, we must reach out beyond our own comfort and unapologetically communicate the Orthodox message as the only guaranteed path to
eternal salvation. We must be serious about our faith, in that it is not a possession or the exclusive inheritance of certain nations, but the way that all
people will come to the knowledge of the Truth. We must live with the
sense of urgency that will compel us to put aside our own personal quarrels
and our internal differences and divisions. We must be serious about being
Orthodox, we must come to church on time, seek out worship, take our
sacraments seriously, appreciate and educate ourselves about our faith, and
urgently live it to the fullest every day of our lives.
We are currently preparing for the Feast of Pentecost. This preparation
motivates us to live an authentic and Spirit-filled life individually, as a
parish community, as a universal Church. Society around us is correct in
seeking authenticity, fervor, and excitement. As Orthodox Christians, we
have the most to be excited about and the greatest reason to be filled with
fervor and zeal since our faith is indeed authentic and the truest expression
of Christ’s revelation. By God’s mercy, it is up to us to bring the calling of
Orthodoxy into fruition and to draw the whole world into our way of life,
into the ark of salvation as it has been intended from the beginning of time.
Amen.
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Stewardship: Our Faith—Our Home

In gratitude for God’s blessings, I commit to
Christ and His Church as a Steward of
St. Haralambos with my 2022 Stewardship.
Philippians 2:4–5
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests,
but also for the interests of others. Let this mind be in
you which was also in Christ Jesus.

Announcements
NILES JULY 4 PARADE— You are
invited to join St. Haralambos 4th of
July Marching Armada! We will meet at
Notre Dame in Niles at 8:30 am. Plan to
march! Wear Greek costume, school
uniforms or other comfortable clothing.
There will be activities and games for
children at Grennan Heights Park (8255
Oketo in Niles) after the parade until 2 pm. THE MORE THE
MERRIER; ALL ARE WELCOME!
FATHERS DAY
BREAKFAST
The Saint
Haralambos
Philoptochos
invites you to a
traditional Fathers
Day Pancake
Breakfast after
church services
on Sunday, June
19th. We will be
serving Pancakes,
Bacon, Eggs and
all the fixings.
Reservations are
not required.
Plan to come;
all are welcome!
June 2022
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Αristotle Graduates
Congratulations to all our
Aristotle Greek School
Graduates!!!
Συγχαρητήρια στους
αποφοίτους του Ελληνικού
Σχολείου «ΑΡΙΣΤΟΤΕΛΗΣ»
Και σ’ ανώτερα!!!

George Giolas

Paraskevi Kakares

Elias Sotiropoulos

John Pavlopoulos

Evangelos Prokos

Eleni Kafkis

Aphrodite Cambouris

George Tavoularis

Theodora Coines

Anna Alpogiannis

Alexandros Zafiris

Yanni Foutris

Dino Palmisano

Marina Scoufis

Panagiotis Rekounas Konstantinos Tirovolas

Theodori Memmos

Christo Fourkas

Alexander R.

School Board Update
by Mr. George Anastasiadis, School Board
President
Congratulations to our Aristotle Graduates of
the Morning School, Afternoon, and Saturday
Greek Schools!! Great Job and Well Done
Everyone!!!
Thank you to the Clergy and the Parish Council for their support of the Aristotle Greek Schools throughout
the year and for the wonderful new facility and classrooms! We
can all agree having these facilities has provided much needed
breathing room for our programs and the ability to do more!
However, our deepest gratitude and appreciation goes out to our
Aristotle Greek School Directors and Teachers. Their commitment to the school and educating our youth with all their heart
and soul, treating each student as if each was their own child, is
what really defines the Aristotle Greek School. THANK YOU!!!
Planning is well underway as we are already preparing for the
coming school 2022-23 school year. Please reach out to the
church office or our website to fill out your registration form and
reserve your spot now!
June 2022

4

High School Graduates
Julia Asimacopoulos
graduated from Maine
South High School.
She will be attending Marquette University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and
majoring in Mechanical
Engineering.

Elizabeth Giolas Graduated from Maine East
High School. She will
continue her education
starting at Oakton Community College

Konstantina Kareotes graduated from
Loyola Academy with
honors . She will be
attending Augustana
College majoring in
Pre-Optometry.

Miltiades Eliopoulos
New Trier High School
Class of 2022. Attending
University of WisconsinMilwaukee, College of
Engineering and Applied
Science in the fall of 2022.
Majoring in Computer
Science.

Stacey Pontikes graduated from Maine Township High School
South. She will be attending University of
Illinois at UrbanaChampaign in the Fall
studying Psychology.

Athena Demeros will
be attending Northwestern University
where she plans on
majoring in Biology
with a minor in Economics. Athena hopes
to become a physician.

Demetri Zemenides
graduated from Loyola
Academy. He will be
attending Lake Forest
College and majoring in
Computer Science.

Sophia Zoi Barlas
graduated from John
Hersey High School
in Arlington Heights.
In the fall, Sophia will
attend the State Farm
School of Business at
Illinois State University to pursue a degree
in Accountancy.

Nicholas Eliopoulos
New Trier High School
Class of 2022. Attending
Butler University, Lacy
School of Business in the
fall of 2022, Majoring in
Applied Business Technology
Costa Aralis is a graduate
of Glenbrook South High
School. He plans to attend
Florida Institute of Technology with a major in
Electrical Engineering at
the College of Engineering
and Science. He hopes to
pursue a doctorate degree.

Alexandros Deligiannis
graduated from Northside
College Prep High School
in Chicago. He will continue his education at
Eastern Illinois University
in the fall, and plans on
studying Accounting in
the Lumpkin School of
Business and Technology.

Stella Frake graduated
from Niles West High
School. In the fall she is
going to Elmhurst University and her major is
Health Science Technology. After that she is hoping
to go to Midwestern University to become an optometrist.

Costa Arvanitis graduated from Glenbrook South
High School in Glenview. In the fall, he will
pursue a Finance degree
at the Kelley School of
Business at Indiana University in Bloomington.

Elisabeth Karnezis
graduated from Maine
South High School
and will attend DePaul University to
study Digital Marketing.

Yianni Haskos
Attending Western
Michigan University
majoring in Aviation.
Chris Haralampopoulos is graduating from
Glenbrook South High
school. He will be attending University of Illinois
majoring in Biology

College Graduates
Jasmine Ann Gloria
Megan MurDemetra Alikakos
-Master of Science in
phy graduated
is graduating Summa
Chemical EngineerCum Laude
Cum Laude from
ing
from The UniDePaul University
-Bachelor of Science
versity of Alawith degrees in Basin Biomedical Engibama Honors
soon Performance
College with a
and Mathematics.
neering. Jasmine
B.A. in ComShe will pursue
wants to manage promunication and Information graduated studies in bassoon perjects in either med-tech or clean
Sciences.
formance at Rice University.
energy companies.
June 2022

Anna Demarinis
graduated with a
bachelor degree in
Actuarial Science
from Illinois State
university. With
perseverance and
hard work she
graduated with honors.
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Parishioners and friends of Holy Taxiarhai & Saint Haralambos gathered on Saturday, May 14, 2022 to witness
the blessing of our new Community Center and to celebrate together the completion of the facility with no outstanding debt. The blessing was officiated by His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael of Chicago, who led the
attendees from our beautiful church to the doors of the new building, where a ribbon cutting ceremony took
place. The ribbon was cut by His Eminence, along with our beloved Father Dean Botsis, Father Tilemahos Alikakos, Father George Lamberis, and Harriette Condes-Zervakis, niece of the late Charles “Eftihios” C. Condes
to whom the building is dedicated. Attendees then followed the red carpet into the new facility, where the donor
recognition wall was unveiled. Over three hundred celebrants took part in the event which included dinner catered by Concorde Banquets in our beautifully decorated Multipurpose Room, with music and dancing that lasted until midnight. It was a truly memorable night in the long history of our parish! Thank you to all who took
part in the evening and to those who helped organize the festivities.

June 2022
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Parish News
INREACH UPDATE
By Dr. Voula Asimacopoulos
yiatrissa1@yahoo.com
The Inreach Committee most recently had Dr Gayle Woloschak,
a scientist and teacher of theology, speak about Youth and the
Orthodox Church. We are in the planning process of hosting a
woman’s retreat in September, and getting speakers for the week
of the feast day of the Holy Archangels. And stay tuned for a new
date of Trivia Night! We are always interested in hearing about
what YOU want us to present!

OUTREACH UPDATE
By John Pierce—zorbpierce@aol.com
Our Saint Haralambos Outreach heeds of the calls of the gospel
which directs us to feed the hungry and to take care of the least of
our brethren. (Matthew 25). Therefore, the twin goals of our
church’s Outreach programs are:
• Assist those who are in need.
• Provide opportunities for our parishioners to fulfill our
Christian duty to help our fellow man.
Thanks to the efforts of our dedicated volunteers our currently
active Outreach Programs include:
Meals on Wheels This program provides meals for families
going through a tough time. Meals on Wheels occurs on one
Saturday per month. Volunteers are needed to a) cook the meals
and b) deliver the meals.
Bessie’s Table We are Saint Haralambos volunteer one Monday
a month at this soup kitchen in Des Plaines. We cook the meals
and serve the people who come for a meal. We are the cooks, the
servers, the dishwashers – just like at a restaurant.
Project Hope We collect donations of personal care products
(toothpaste; toothbrushes; bottled water) and package these for
distribution. This project happens on one Saturday per month.
These programs are advertised in the Weekly e-mail to all parishioners. If you are interested in volunteering or donating to these
programs please contact our Operations Manager, Anna
Prekas at manager@saintharalambosgoc.org.

We are also considering new Outreach programs which might be
appropriate for Saint Haralambos. Some ideas include reaching
out to the homeless directly, hosting PADS, visitations to the
Greek American Nursing Home, or the Treasure Chest Foundation which helps children in cancer wards. or food distribution
directly to the homeless. We look forward to hearing your ideas
for new Outreach Programs at Saint Haralambos.
We are planning a meeting of the Outreach Committee on Thursday, June 16th at 7:00 p.m. The Outreach Committee meetings are
open to all Saint Haralambos parishioners. If you are unable to
attend this upcoming Outreach Committee meeting but have ideas for new Outreach Programs, please let us know your thoughts
by emailing Anna Prekas at manager@saintharalambosgoc.org.

June 2022
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Youth Update
Our littlest stewards have had such
fun gatherings in our new Community Life Center's Upper Room! We
look forward to continuing our
adventures this summer as our Little Angels (0-3 years old) plan for
fun at Church, and gathering for
field trips as well! Join us June
11th at Historic Wagner Farm and
on June 25th for tie-dyeing fun at
Church! Sign up online: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a0f4caaaa22a1ff2-little. All are welcome!
Here's what is happening for Little Angels in June & July:

Saturday, June 11th - 10:30 am - 12:00 pm @ Historic Wagner Farm
(1510 Wagner Rd., Glenview)
- Farm is free, but they have an event that day. Stock Show and Dairy
Festival at Historic Wagner Farm: Join us for a true bucolic experience!
The day will include a stock show where local 4H members have their
livestock projects judged (don’t forget to pick your winner!), milking
demonstrations, butter and cheese making, dairy trivia, wagon rides and
more! Food trucks will be onsite with delicious items for purchase. Tickets can be purchased directly through Wagner Farm: $8 in advance; $10
at the door. Children under 2 are free.
Saturday, June 25th - 10:30 am - 12:00 pm @ St. Haralambos
- Outside (weather permitting) - Tie-Dyeing, Sidewalk Chalk & Park
- If it is raining, we can set up a tent outside or use one of the new classrooms in the "old" community center since that floor is tile and can be
mopped if there is a mess from tie-dyeing? Or the gym if we use a drop
cloth? Or just scrap tie-dyeing altogether that day???

Dear Fr. Dean, Fr. Tilemahos,
Stewards, and fellow GOYAns,
It has been an honor to be your
GOYA president for the past
year. This year came with its
challenges, including a new
priest, but I am grateful to have
had the opportunity to bridge the
gap between last year and this
year. The past four years, GOYA
has been a place for me to grow as a person, give
back to my church, and spend time with my friends. I
hope GOYA is and was as meaningful to everyone
else as it was to me. As I move onto this next chapter
in my life, the memories and relationships I built in
GOYA will follow me. One of these memories was
playing balloon tag and minute to win it games in the
old community center my sophomore year because
everyone was cheering and having fun. I wish the
next GOYA president a wonderful year, and I can’t
wait to see what GOYA becomes next year.

Saturday, July 9th - 10:30 am - 12:00 pm @ Little Bear Garden Park
(2001 Patriot Blvd, Glenview)
- Wear your tie-dyed shirt from last gathering!
- Toddler climbing equipment, a splash pad, a sand area, a tiny hedge
maze, rolling hills and plenty of parking and greenery. Shaded area with
bench swings. Located at the NE corner of Patriot Blvd. and Chestnut.
Saturday, July 23rd - 10:30 am - 12:00 pm @ St. Haralambos

With love,
Athena Demeros

June 2022
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Parish Calendar
Tuesday, June 7th
Paraklesis to Saint Panagis—6:00 p.m.
Philoptochos Meeting—7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, June 8th
InReach Committee– 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 9th
YAL Open Gym—7:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 11th—Saturday of Souls
Orthros, Divine Liturgy & Memorial Service—8:30 a.m.
Sunday, June 12th—PENTECOST
Orthros, Divine Liturgy and Vespers - 8:15 a.m.

Parish News
Congratulations to one of our own: Endy Zemenides for being named Commander of the
Order of the Phoenix by Greek P.M.

Endy Zemenides grew up at Saint Haralambos and
went on to study Law at Georgetown. After practicing law in Chicago for more than a decade, he
founded the Hellenic American Leadership Council
(HALC). Hailed as one of the most active and effective advocates of Hellenic causes Endy has a strong public voice, writing
extensively in both the American and Greek press, while he encourages
and engages young Greek Americans, cultivating future Hellenic leaders.
Congratulations Endy!

Monday, June 13th
Festival Meeting—7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, June 14th
School Board Meeting—6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, June 15th
Parish Council Meeting—7:00 p.m.
Thursday, June 16th
Outreach Committee Meeting—7:00 p.m.
YAL Open Gym—7:00 p.m.
Friday, June 17th
YAL BBQ—7:00 p.m.
Holy Rollers Bowling League Celebration
Saturday, June 18th
Meals on Wheels—12:00pm
Sunday, June 19th—ALL SAINTS
Orthros and Divine Liturgy - 8:15 a.m.
Father’s Day Breakfast hosted by Philoptochos
June 20-24
Vacation Church School—9:00 a.m.
Thursday, June 23rd
YAL Open Gym—7:00 p.m.
Sunday, June 26th
Orthros and Divine Liturgy - 8:15 a.m.
Concert by The Society of
Saint Romanos the Melodist - 4:00 p.m.
Monday, June 27th
Bessie’s Table Prep—1:00 p.m.
Thursday, June 30th—Synaxis of the Holy Apostles
Orthros & Divine Liturgy—8:15 a.m.
Sunday, July 3rd
Orthros & Divine Liturgy—8:15 a.m.
Monday, July 4th
Niles July 4th Parade 8:45 a.m.
Sunday, July 10th
Orthros & Divine Liturgy—8:15 a.m.
Tuesday, July 12th—Saint Paisios
Orthros & Divine Liturgy—8:30 a.m.
Sunday, July 17th—Saint Marina
Orthros & Divine Liturgy—8:15 a.m.
JULY 15—17
BIG GREEK FOOD FEST OF NILES
June 2022
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Save the Date
Sunday, October 2, 2022
A celebration honoring

Father Constantine & Presvytera Georgia Botsis
on their 40th Anniversary of ministry
at the Parish of
Holy Taxiarhai & Saint Haralambos

HOLY TAXIARHAI AND SAINT HARALAMBOS
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
7373 CALDWELL AVENUE
NILES, IL 60714-4503
Address Service Requested
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